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Our Partners  
Narrabeen Beach Surf Lifesaving Club wishes to acknowledge and extend a sincere thank you to all 

sponsors, member and private donors, whose generous contributions are invaluable for supporting the 
quality and growth of our Club during a especially difficult year.  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Please support our club sponsors in return. 
 
 
 
SPONSORS OF SURF LIFESAVING SYDNEY NORTHERN BEACHES 

 
 
 
 
SPONSORS OF SURF LIFESAVING AUSTRALIA 
Bombardier Recreational Products 
ClubsNSW 

DHL 
Holden 

Westpac 

 

 

Narrabeen Beach SLSC further acknowledges the support of Surf Life Saving NSW and the  

Surf Life Saving Foundation for conducting fundraising on behalf of Clubs and Branches. 
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Welcome to Members & Guests  
 
Members are advised that the 56th Annual General Meeting of Narrabeen Beach Surf Lifesaving Club, Inc. will be 
held at the club premises on Sunday, 16th August 2020 at 1:00pm sharp. 
 
Alternate arrangements for a virtual meeting will be made in the event that COVID19 restrictions prevent the 
meeting from proceeding at the club premises. 

 

 
Due to the current COVID-19 situation: 

• Attendees are required to RSVP to admin@narrabeach.org.au by 9 August 2020 to ensure we can comply 
with the current restrictions. 

• If an in-person meeting is not possible a Zoom meeting will be convened. 

• Refreshments will not be served following the meeting this year. 
• If you are not able to attend, you may send your Form of Proxy assigning your vote to the Board of 

Management by email to admin@narrabeach.org.au to be received no later than 1:00pm Friday  
14 August 2020. If doing so, your Form of Proxy must include clear voting instructions for each 
resolution/motion.  

 
 

  AGENDA 
 
   President’s welcome  

   Apologies and Proxies  

   Adoption of minutes of the 2018/19 Annual General Meeting  

   Business arising from those minutes  

   Presentation and adoption of the 2019/20 Annual Report and Financial Statement 

   Special Resolution (2)  

   Resolutions (2)  

   Election of Board of Management for the 2020/21 season  

   Notice of motions (3)  

   Urgent General Business  

   Close  
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Special Resolution 1: 
The attached amended Constitution of Narrabeen Beach Surf Life Saving Club Incorporated be adopted. 
 
Special Resolution 2: 
That in recognition of many years of outstanding service to the club including 21 years of patrol service, Patrol 
Captain, assistance with Ocean Swim plus other club activities and 3 years as Director of Lifesaving, with the 
approval of the Board of Management, and in accordance with the club constitution, Greg Gillespie be awarded 
Distinguished Service Award of Narrabeen Beach Surf Lifesaving Club Incorporated. 
 
Resolution 1 
That in recognition of many years of outstanding service to the club including completing 10 years of patrol, Junior 
Chairman for 3 years, then Director of Member Services for 3 years and many hours on the BBQ, with the 
approval of the Board of Management, and in accordance with the club constitution, Peter Mays be awarded 
Outstanding Service Award of Narrabeen Beach Surf Lifesaving Club Incorporated. 
 
Resolution 2 
That in recognition of many years of outstanding service to the club including completing 10 years of patrol,  
6 years as Patrol Captain and 6 years on the Lifesaving board as Board & Ski Supervisor, with the approval of the 
Board of Management, and in accordance with the club constitution, Tony Fitzgibbon be awarded Outstanding 
Service Award of Narrabeen Beach Surf Lifesaving Club Incorporated. 
 
Motion 1 
That affiliation be sought for the 2020/21 season with Surf Life Saving Sydney Northern Beaches Inc. (ie. Branch). 
Further, that the articles, constitution, by-laws, regulations and resolutions, together with the awards and 
equipment of the Bra nch, Surf Life Saving NSW, and Surf Life Saving Australia Limited be accepted without 
reservation. 
 
Motion 2 
To approve the appointment of BeWeiszer Accounting & Tax as auditors for the 2020 - 2021 Financial reporting 
year. 
 
Motion 3 
That Narrabeen Beach SLSC adopt a membership fee structure for 2019 - 20 season under which no membership 
fees are payable for active patrolling members. 

 

Narrabeen Beach Surf Life Saving Club Incorporated 
Address: Narrabeen Lions Park 

Ocean Street, Narrabeen NSW 2101 
Email: admin@narrabeach.org.au 
Website: www.narrabeach.org.au 

(ABN 90 827 832 504) 
 

mailto:admin@narrabeach.org.au
http://www.narrabeach.org.au/
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President’s Report  
 
The 2019-20 season saw 126 
active patrolling members from 
Narrabeen Beach SLSC spend 
3,707 hours volunteering on the 
beach where they carried out 10 
rescues, 74 first aid treatments 
and 288 preventative actions 
during a shortened season that 
was impacted by many natural 
disasters. The patrolling season 
was terminated early from the 
weekend commencing 28 March 
2020 due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Prior to this early 
closure the club hosted three 
community events (Ocean Swim, 
Junior Carnival, Pub2Pub 
support) and also supported our 
neighbouring club, South 
Narrabeen, with training 
capabilities.  

Thank you to all our hard-working 
club members for their ongoing 
dedication and service to the 
community, as well as the 
ongoing support provided by 
Sydney Northern Beaches 
Branch during the 56th year of 
Narrabeen Beach SLSC. 
 

Lifesaving 

As the season got underway, our 
lifesaving patrol roster consisted 
of 12 experienced patrols thanks 
to the efforts of our Director of 
Lifesaving, Greg Gillespie. Greg, 
now in his third year on the Board 
of Management, has done a  

 great job maintaining our high 
standard of lifesaving service, 
coupled with the full 
implementation of the SLSA 
Patrol App for recording 
attendance and statistics. This 
resulted in a steep learning curve 
for all as we navigated our way 
through the increased use of 
technology in surf lifesaving.    
 
We saw the start of the season 
open up with Bronze Medallion 
training supervised by Will 
McInnes (Director of Education), 
and the largest ever squad of 
Surf Rescue Certificate (SRC) 
candidates trained by the ever-
reliable Rob Cook, ably 
supported by Ella Cook and 
Jordan Howard as probationary 
trainers. This team also provided 
training support to South 
Narrabeen SLSC members in 
neighbourly faith whilst South 
Narrabeen looked to recruit 
trainers for their own club.  
 

Our members increased their 
cumulative skillset by achieving 
23 new awards, covering all the 
core awards in surf lifesaving. 
With the second half of our 
season impacted by bushfires, 
flooding and the early closure of 
patrols, our plans for IRB training 
squads were put on hold in early 
March 2020. Some other season 
highlights included: 

 • Eight (8) Bronze Medallion 
Awards, largely made up of our 
Narra Water Rats transitioning 
from SRC cadets, coupled with 
a further three from South 
Narrabeen.  
 

• Ten (10) Surf Rescue  
Certificate qualifications with a 
starting squad of 21, including 
eight qualifications for South 
Narrabeen.  
 

• Three (3) Silver Medallion 
Beach Management Award 
recipients, increasing the 
sustainability of our patrols with 
additional qualified Patrol 
Captains.   
 

• Further increasing our training 
capabilities with probationary 
trainers, Ella Cook and Jordan 
Howard.   

We continue to celebrate many 
long-serving members at 
Narrabeen Beach SLSC, with 19 
members recognised for five 
years of patrol service, and seven 
members reaching 10 years of 
service.  

The following members deserve 
special mention for reaching 
outstanding milestones in their 
lifesaving careers. We are very 
appreciative of their commitment 
and service to the club over a 
long period: 
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15 years patrol service 
• Rob Cook   

(Distinguished Service 
Member)  
 

• Steve Price    
(Life Member)  
 

• Sean Townsend  
(Outstanding Service 
Member) 

 
20 years patrol service 
• Joshua Buckton  

(Distinguished Service 
Member)  
 

• Robert Buckton   
(Life Member)  
 

• David Cook   
(Life Member)  
 

• Rebekka Sinni  
(Distinguished Service 
Member) 

 
These are outstanding 
achievements by all these 
exemplary members and we look 
forward to recognising them 
individually face-to-face 
sometime soon, after COVID 
restrictions are lifted. We also 
welcome many more years of 
service from these fine members 
who continue to give so willingly 
of their time. 
 
Congratulations, and thank you 
for your commitment.  

 Narra Water Rats  
An ongoing highlight for us at 
Narrabeen Beach is the growth of 
our Narra Water Rats youth 
lifesaving program, where 
numbers grew yet again to 61 
dedicated young lifesavers. This 
membership category contributed 
significantly to our patrol roster 
making up 48% of our patrolling 
strength. The Narra Water Rats, 
along with many of our senior 
members, also contributed to the 
success of the Bush to Beach 
program at our neighbouring 
club, South Narrabeen, during 
January 2020. 

We note that 17 of the 19 
members who received their five-
year service awards came from 
our Narra Water Rats. Their 
lifesaving careers commenced on 
completion of the SRC when they 
joined training patrols, and these 
young members are to be 
commended on their commitment 
to our club. 

Unfortunately, the planned trip to 
Garie Beach in February 2020 
was cancelled due to the COVID 
pandemic but we understand that 
Garie is keen for our patrol 
support in the upcoming season - 
we are looking forward to finally 
getting back there to provide 
assistance with weekend patrols.  

Finally, a big congratulations to 
Toby Robinson and Eloise Day on 
representing Narrabeen 

 Beach SLSC at the Junior 
Lifesaver of the Year Awards. The 
competition was very tough but 
our candidates were commended 
on their contributions, and on 
how well they conducted 
themselves during the Junior 
Lifesaver of the Year workshops 
held in January 2020.   

 

 

Nippers 

Narrabeen’s 200 Junior and 
Associate members also had a 
great season and I congratulate 
our Director of Youth 
Development, Brett Worne, along 
with all the enthusiastic nippers 
who participated each week and 
attained their relevant junior 
participation and competition skill 
evaluation awards.  
 Narrabeen Beach juniors also 
had representatives at the State 
Carnival, and by all accounts 
were outstanding ambassadors 
for our club. 



 
 
 
 

3 
 

Special mention to the Junior 
Clubbie of the Year, Toby 
Robinson, for his strong 
contribution, including obtaining 
his SRC award in his final year of 
junior levels. We look forward to 
Toby’s ongoing development as a 
Narrabeen Beach surf life saver.  

Surf Sports 
In Surf Sports our members 
competed with distinction in Club, 
Branch and State 
Championships. Unfortunately, 
after a full season of training, our 
Masters competitors were unable 
to attend Aussies due to the early 
season end and cancellation of 
the event due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. This was a 
disappointment for all, and we 
hope they will be back fitter than 
ever to try again next season. We 
also hosted our annual Ocean 
Swim in November 2020 at the 
commencement of the season, 
along with our traditional Junior 
Carnival in January 2020.  
Special thanks to those members 
who again made outstanding 
contributions as carnival officials:  
 
Stephen Price, Matt Price, Ross 
Tester, Gary Foster, Kaz Marks 
and Andrew Bain, as well as 
those members (and friends) 
whose efforts made all these 
events possible; and, 
 
A very special thank you to 
Wayne Schwebel for again 
organising and running our 
Ocean Swim last year. 
 

  

 

Sydney Northern Beaches 
(SNB) Branch 
Narrabeen Beach thanks its 
members for contributing their 
time outside their own club at 
SLSSNB Branch level in the 
following roles: 

 
• Club Assessors  

- Rob Cook 
- Doug Lucas) 
- Kaz Marks  
- Matt Murphy 
- Paul O’Keefe 
- Richard Whipp 
 

• SNB Membership 
Development Board  
- Ella Cook  

 

• SNB Duty Officers  
- Rob Cook 
- Doug Lucas  
 

• PWC Operators  
- Alex Buckton 
 

 • TIPS Support Team  
- Kaz Marks 
- Wayne Schwebel 

• - Skye Storey 
 

• UAV Operator  
- Tony Fitzgibbon 
- Matt Murphy 
 

Again, we thank all of these 
members for their service at 
Branch level, going well over and 
above their own club 
commitments.  
 

Recognition 
During tough times surf lifesaving 
and Narrabeen Beach SLSC 
members step up to the plate, 
and this season was no different.  

At the height of the bushfire 
crisis, as part of a SLSSNB 
Branch initiative, the club 
volunteered to supply members 
to the Rural Fire Service Call 
Centre to assist with the 
increased volume of calls on their 
information help line. We would 
like to thank members Jodie 
Murphy, Deidre McAlinden and 
Oliver Oudhof for completing a 
12-hour shift on  
6 January 2020.  

After the drought and bushfires, 
we then endured heavy rains 
which combined with a large high 
tide in February 2020 creating a 
flood emergency in the 
Narrabeen Lake catchment. Surf 
Life Saving members were called 
out that evening to assist NSW 
Police and the SES with welfare 
checks and evacuations.  
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Thank you very much to Rob 
Cook, acting as a SLSSNB Duty 
Officer, for staying well into the 
night, and also club members 
Doug Lucas, Kirsten McFadden 
and Skye Story who volunteered 
and assisted with Operations at 
the Sydney Northern Beaches 
Headquarters at Warriewood. 
 

Financials 

Narrabeen’s financial position 
remains very sound with 
outstanding stewardship of the 
club’s commercial activities by 
Director of Finance, Luke Alcock. 
The club is also thankful for 
additional assistance by way of 
grants from the Federal 
Government Beach Equipment 
Safety Fund (BESF), Sydney 
Northern Beaches Council and 
the NSW government through 
Surf Life Saving NSW. 
 

Sponsors 
The ongoing support of our 
sponsors enables us to purchase 
essential equipment for our 
lifesaving operations, along with 
ensuring all lifesaving and training 
equipment is in first-class 
condition. 

Narrabeen Beach SLSC would 
like to thank our major club 
sponsors - Dee Why RSL, 
7NEWS, Bakers Delight 
Warriewood and our new sponsor 
this season, Mason & Brophy 
Strata Management who came 
on board in January 2020.  
 

 We look forward to a long 
association with all sponsors in 
the seasons ahead. 

Without the support of our major 
club sponsors and club sponsors 
we could not provide such an 
outstanding community service. 

My personal thanks also goes to 
my fellow Board of Management 
members who have again done a 
magnificent job over the past 12 
months. 
 
VALE Bob Chidgey  
It was a sad day for all members 
on 22 June 2020 when we lost 
Bob Chidgey, one of our club’s 
longest serving members and 
friend.  

With more than 35 years of 
service and nearly 3,000 hours of 
volunteer surf lifesaving, Bob held 
many roles and achieved 
numerous distinguished awards 
during his time at the club. He 
was also passionate about body 
surfing large waves, and was 
renowned for spending hours 
“out the back” during good 
conditions.  
 
He was a great friend to many, 
with a terrific sense of humour, 
and he will be greatly missed by 
all.  
Tracey Lake 
President 
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Snapshot of Season 2019-20  

 
   

Member Summary 2019-20 2018-19 

Active Members (Youth Category 13-21) 62 52 

Active Members  53 73 

Juniors and Associates 200 183 

Life Members 13 12 

Total 328 320 

Patrol Statistics 2019-20 2018-19 

Patrol Hours 3,707 * 5,153 

Rescues 10 * 15 

Preventative Actions 288 * 730 

First Aid 74 * 57 

Beach Closed Days 21 6 

SLSA Awards  
(excluding Juniors) 

19 
Plus 12 for Sth Narrabeen 

65 

Community Events 3 4 

Finances 2019-20 2018-19 

Income $123,155 (-24%) $153,198 (+18.2%) 

Expenses $190,688 (-3%) $191,202 (-4.8%) 

*  Season ended March 2020 due to COVID, plus patrol hours & some statistics missing due to introduction of SLSA Patrol App 

Junior Lifesaver of the Year Nominees  

NBSLSC (Male) Nominee Toby Robinson  

NBSLSC (Female) Nominee Eloise Day 

 

Branch Support Services 

Branch Board of Education & Assessors Rob Cook, Doug Lucas, Kaz Marks, Matt Murphy, Paul 
O’Keefe, Richard Whipp 

Branch Board of Member Services  Ella Cook 

Branch Board of Surf Sports (Officials)  Gary Foster, Kaz Marks, Matt Price, Stephen Price, Ross 
Tester 

Branch Trauma Incident Peer Support (TIPS 
Team)  

Kaz Marks,Skye Storey, Wayne Schwebel  

RWC Support Ski Operators  Alexander Buckton 

SNB Duty Officers Rob Cook, Doug Lucas 

UAV Operators Tony Fitzgibbon, Ian Harper, Matt Murphy,  



 
 
 
 

 

Management 2019-20 
BOARD OF MANAGEMENT  
 

  

 
LIFE MEMBERS  
 

Fred Bertram BEM* Harold Lumley* Graeme Smith 

Ken Leonard* Warren Slater* Wayne Schwebel 

Frank Downing Ross Tester John Gooley 

Craig Schweikert Robert Chidgey* Graham Cook 

Stephen Price Bruce Warman Tracey Lake 

Robert Buckton David Cook Ian Harper 

 
CLUB PATRONS 
 

Terry Childs 

 
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE 
 
Gloria Cook* Andrew Beveridge Tracey Lake 

Ross Tester Stuart Brown Ian Harper 

Keiron Dobbin Neil McInnes Robert Buckton 

Rebekka Sinni David Cook Claire McManaway 

Richard Whipp Joshua Buckton Jason Oakes 

Robert Cook Tammy Cook  

 
  

President: Tracey Lake 

Vice President: Stephen Price 

Director of Lifesaving: Greg Gillespe 

Director of Education: William McInnes 

Director of Finance: Luke Alcock 

 Director of Youth Development: Brett Worne 

Director of Member Services: Robert Cook 

Director of Surf Sports: Kevin Lee 

Director of Administration: Sean Flynn 
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Lifesaving Report   
 
Firstly, thank you to all our 
patrolling members for another 
season on the beach. It was 
unfortunate to have our season 
cut short just when the weather 
was coming good. It was certainly 
a strange time and a season that 
will go down in the history books 
for sure! 

As with the trend of the past 
couple of seasons, our patrolling 
members are getting younger. 
This season, nearly half (48%) of 
the patrolling hours were 
completed by members between 
14-21 years of age. We are now 
seeing some of our younger 
members with five-plus years of 
experience and multiple awards 
as they move in to leadership 
roles. I feel fortunate that our club 
has so many outstanding youth 
members and I am pleased to see 
the future of the club will be in 
good hands. 

 While on the subject of youth 
members, congratulations to Luke 
Buckton for being awarded the 
Gloria Cook Rookie of the Year 
Award for this season. Luke joined 
Narrabeen Beach SLSC in 2008 
when he started as a nipper at 
age 6 and went through to under 
14s. He then obtained his SRC in 
2015 and Bronze Medallion in 
2018. Luke is a valued member of 
Patrol 1, contributing 150 patrol 
hours since commencing as a 
patrolling member. He has also 
assisted with water safety for 
nippers and other club events, 
week in and week out. This is 
well-deserved recognition for an 
outstanding level of service to the 
club! 
 
This season was the first using  
the SLSA Patrol app to log all 

 patrol data. We did a reasonable 
job with the app, however, there 
are some patrols that did not log 
any data on the app and failed to 
notify SurfCom or keep a paper 
log. In these instances, no patrol 
hours are recorded for all the 
members on patrol and we have 
to manually enter the information 
if and when we are notified. If you 
are unable to use the app to sign 
on for any reason, you must 
advise SurfCom and use the 
paper patrol log book to record all 
details for the patrol. Each patrol 
has multiple members with access 
to the app and I would encourage 
Patrol Captains to delegate the 
patrol app duties to one of their 
tech savvy members. 
 
Below is a snapshot of the 
shortened season: 

Season Highlights 
• 12 patrols • 3,707.6 patrol hours (5,153 last season) 

• 10 rescues • 74 first aid treatments 

• 288 preventative actions • 21 beach closed days (6 last season) 

• 126 active patrolling members • Youth members (14-21years) representation of total 
patrols – 48% 

• 7 active Life Members • 6 SRC members transitioned to Bronze Medallion 

• 11 SRC cadets allocated to patrols in Dec 2019 • Narra Water Rats (14-21 years) patrolling strength 
increased to 61 members (52 last season) 

• Hosted 3 Community Events 
(ocean swim, junior carnival, Pub2Pub support) 

• Bush to Beach support to South Narrabeen (Jan 2020) 

• SLSSNB Duty Officers 
- Rob Cook & Doug Lucas 

• SLSNB Support Ski Crew 
- Alex Buckton  

• SNB TIPS Team  
– Kaz Marks, Skye Storey & Wayne Schwebel 

• SLSNB Member Services Board 
- Ella Cook 

• Sydney storms support during Oct/Nov 2019 • Bushfire Support during January 2020 

• Narrabeen Flooding Support during Feb 2020 • Beach attendance – 31,657 during the active season only 

• COVID closes season – end March 2020  
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Top 10 Male and Female Patrolling Members 
 

Female Patrol Members Patrol Hours  Male Patrol Members Patrol Hours 
1. Sarah Matthews 57.5   1.   Kevin Lee 95.0 
2. Deidre McAlinden 56.0  2.   Greg Gillespie 84.0 
3. Tammy Cook 51.0  3.   Graham Cook 73.0 
4. Charlotte Holway 50.5  4.   Will McInnes 69.0 
5. Jodie Murphy 47.0  5.   Wayne Schwebel 58.0 
6. Skye Storey 47.0  6.   Ian Harper 55.5 
7. Olivia Gillespie 44.0  7.   Rob Cook 52.8 
8. Poppy Robinson 43.0  8.   Tony Fitzgibbon 52.0 
9. D’Arcy Worne 41.5  9.   William Hall 51.3 
10. Ella Cook 40.0  10. Luke Alcock 51.0 

 
Education Awards 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you again! I look forward to seeing everyone on the beach again very soon. 
Stay safe… 
Greg Gillespie 
Director of Lifesaving 

 
 
 
 

Award Type Total 
Bronze Medallion 8 (includes 2 from South Narrabeen) 

SRC 18 (includes 8 from South Narrabeen) 

Silver Medallion Basic 
Beach Management 

3 



 
 
 
 

9 
 

PATROL HOURS SEASON 2019-20 

 

Kevin Lee 95 Sally Langford 35 Oliver Oudhof 22 
Greg Gillespie 84  Shane Lee 34 Toby Robinson 22 
Graham Cook 73 Pascal Peltriaux 34 Isabella Ruming 22 

William McInnes 69  Tylah Price 34 Sebastien Amielh 22 
Wayne Schwebel 58 Andrew Bain 31 Dave Lawler 21 
Sarah Matthews 58 Isabella Cowap 31 Liam Abbott 20 

Deidre McAlinden 56 Leah Jackson 31 Kara Chapman 20 
Ian Harper 56 Yolanda van Vuuren 31 Bradley Flannery 20 

Robert Cook 53 Jacob White 31 Sunny Flynn 20 
Tony Fitzgibbon 52 Josie Groves 31 Jill Brooks 19 

William Hall 51 Alex Gold 30 Bridie Ryan 19 
Luke Alcock 51 Peter Mays 30 Nicholas Walsh 19 

Tammy Cook 51 David Cook 29  Mary Louise Hall 18 
Brett Worne 51 Shona Forsyth 29 Morgan Singh 18 

Charlotte Holway 51 Alexander Singh 29 Joshua Buckton 18 
David Price 48 Sean Townsend 29 Eli Ball 17 

Jodie Murphy 47 Daniel Furness 28 Paul O'Keefe 17 
Skye Storey 47 Kirstie Holway 28 Enzo Amielh 16 

Hilton Day 45 Robert Buckton 27 Madeleine Wise-Mann 16 
Tracey Lake 45 Simon Lewis 27 Emily Roach 15 

Olivia Gillespie 44 Richard Pheeney 27 Gary Whittaker 13 
Xavier Gillespie 44 Zoe Pheeney 27 Mike Clempson 12 

Sean Flynn 43 Peter Wells 27 Eloise Day 12 
Matthew Murphy 43 Richard Whipp 27 Douglas Lucas 12 
Poppy Robinson 43 Pedro Paiva 27 Alessandro Ciappi 11 

Jacob Hall 42 Benjamin Tran 27 Jacqueline Grimes 11 
Jordan Howard 42 Mia Besley 26 Chamonix Van Vuuren 10 

Mark Terei 42 Michael Bowen-Pain 26 Kirsten McFadden 10 
D’Arcy Worne 42 Jacob Bowles 26 Ella Christy 8 

Ella Cook 40 Sebastian Ruming 26 Rebecca Menzies 8 
Peter Mansell 40 Cherie Day 24 Patrick O'Callaghan 8 
Jason Oakes 40 Scott England 24 Belinda Buckton 7 

Liam Symonds 40 Jessica Routledge 23 Matthew Griffiths 7 
Steven McInnes 40 Tom Bain 23 Elliot Prasad 7 

Matthew Price 40 Alexander Buckton 23 Rebecca Kosterman 6 
Sabyn Baker 39 Darcy Cameron 23 Michael Moran 6 
William Cook 39 Peter Grimes 23 Gabrielle Routledge 4 

Luke Buckton 39 Kaz Marks 23 Rebekka Sinni 4 
Fiona Russell 38 Samuel Pheeney 23 Katya Butko 0 

Ayumi Kimura 37 Alexander Hall 23 Isabelle Dang 0 
Fabian Byrne 36 Bianca Hall 22 Lucinda Lin 0 

Mali Tauro-Cesca 35 Madeline Jackson 22 Jake Symonds 0 
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Member Recognition 
 
SEASON 2019-20 PERPETUAL TROPHY WINNERS 
 
Club Person of the Year:  
Wayne Schwebel 
 

President’s Award: 
Deidre MacAlinden 

Competitor of the Year:  
Peter Grimes 
 

Gloria Cook Rookie of the Year: 
Luke Buckton 

Patrol Person of the Year: 
Kevin Lee (95 hours) 

 

  

RECOGNITION OF PATROL SERVICE 
 
20 Years Patrol Service  
Joshua Buckton 
Robert Buckton 

 
David Cook 
Rebekka Sinni 

  
15 Years Patrol Service  
Robert Cook 
Stephen (David) Price 
Sean Townsend 
 
10 Years Patrol Service  
Jill Brooks 
Tony Fitzgibbon 
William McInnes 
Jodie Murphy 

 
Matthew Murphy  
Paul O’Keefe 
Brett Worne 

 
5 Years Patrol Service 
Luke Buckton 
Kara Chapman 
Ella Cook 
Isabella Cowap 
Josie Groves 
Alexander Hall 
Bianca Hall 
Jacob Hall 
Kirstie Holway 
Jordan Howard 

 
 
Pedro Paiva 
Emily Roach 
Jessica Routledge  
Bridie Ryan 
Liam Symonds 
Alexander Singh 
Mali Tauro-Cesca 
Nicholas Walsh 
Jacob White 
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Financial Report 
 
It is with great pleasure that I 
present the annual financial 
statements for Narrabeen Beach 
Surf Life Saving Club Inc. for the 
year ending 30 April 2020.  
 
Gross Surplus  
This year we have achieved a 
Gross Surplus of $123,155 which 
is down by $30,034.77 from the 
prior year. The Gross Surplus 
includes net income from all 
grants, sponsorships, individual 
donations, Sunday BBQ takings, 
venue hire, bar trading, gym hire 
and club events. 
 
Total Expenditure  
Total expenditure including 
interest costs and depreciation 
were $190,688, a decrease of 
$514 from 2019. 
 
Net Comprehensive Deficit 
$67,533.17, down from last 
year’s deficit of $38,013. 
 
Cash Position 
Cash and cash equivalents at the 
end of the 2020 financial year 
were $20,349 (2019 $25,552). 
 
Club Solvency (Current Position)  
The current position of the club 
(Current Assets less Current 
Liabilities) is ($10,695) this year 
and $4,288 last year. This is a 
reflection of the ability of the club 
to pay debts as they fall due. The 
position is a reflection of the 
difficult times faced with COVID-
19, and is consistent with similar 
charitable organisations.  
 

 Member Loans 
Currently there is only one 
member’s loan outstanding, no 
additional loans were provided 
during the year. 
 
In Summary 
Overall, the 2020 financials were 
satisfactory. The club continues 
to rely heavily on the ongoing 
support of our key sponsors such 
as Dee Why RSL, which has been 
vital to the club’s financial 
viability. A special mention and 
thank you to our newest sponsor 
Mason & Brophy Strata 
Management for their support. 
 
Function room revenue and bar 
trading were down substantially 
compared to prior years and is 
the main contributor to the 
reduced gross surplus. 
 
COVID-19 has been the Club’s 
biggest hurdle during the year. In 
March 2020 our main income 
sources were severely impacted 
by the closure of Dee Why RSL 
and the cancellation and/or 
postponement of all functions and 
community groups. At the time of 
writing this report the Club’s 
financial position has improved 
with the assistance of COVID-19 
support grants from Surf Life 
Saving NSW and the NSW State 
Government. Many thanks to 
these organisations for their 
support in these trying times. The 
Board of Management has been 
using this opportunity to 
commence building rectification 
works and upgrade the function 
room floorboards.   
 

 Expenditure has remained under 
control and we continue to chip 
away at the building loan which is 
key to providing financial flexibility 
in the future. In March 2020 when 
revenue sources were impacted, 
we applied to defer the CBA loan 
repayments and scale back on 
various costs to allow the club to 
remain solvent during the off-
season.  
 
Special thank you to the Finance 
Committee consisting of Fiona 
Russell, Tracey Lake, Claire 
McManaway and Amanda 
Holland as well as the Admin 
Team consisting of Sean Flynn, 
Tammy Cook, Deidre McAlinden 
and Sarah Matthews.  
 
Wayne Schwebel has also been a 
terrific help as always, in too 
many ways to note down on 
paper.   
 
 
Luke Alcock 
Director of Finance 
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Education Report 
 
As I’m sure many of the other Directors will note, this year has proven 
to be a challenge given the unprecedented disruption the COVID-19 
pandemic has had on our operations. 

Bronze Medallion 
We were fortunate that our key education courses were able to be 
completed before training and assessments were scrapped. Thanks 
to the support from the Branch, we were able to conclude our Bronze 
Medallion course just in time to see a new group of young lifesavers 
pass their assessment, ready to join our beaches for patrolling.  

Congratulations to the following recipients who are now fully fledged 
patrolling members. They all displayed a great attitude throughout the 
course and will be a wonderful asset to any patrol. 
 

Bronze Medallion Awards 
Sunny Flynn Olivia Gillespie 
Leah Jackson Oliver Oudhof 
Tylah Price Poppy Robinson 

 
 
Surf Rescue Certificate (SRC) 
We also had a big squad achieve their SRC thanks to some excellent 
training by Rob Cook. 

Surf Rescue Certificate Awards 
Ella Christy Eloise Day 
Bradley Flannery Madeline Jackson 
Rebecca Menzies Toby Robinson 
Gabby Routledge Morgan Singh 
Chamonix Van Vuuren Madeline Wise-Mann 

 
These SRC recipients will now be able to further their skills while on 
patrol over the next few years and hopefully also achieve their Bronze 
Medallion in the future. 

Through both squads we were also able to train a number of juniors 
from South Narrabeen Beach. It’s a credit to the strength of our club’s 
focus on education that we are not only able to train our own 
members, but also support our neighbouring clubs when needed. 

The SRC squad included Christian Selvaratnam from South 
Narrabeen who won this season’s Northern Beaches Branch Male 
Junior Lifesaver of the Year Award. 
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Silver Medallion Beach 
Management Award 
This season also saw a number of 
patrolling members take the 
opportunity to achieve their Silver 
Medallion Beach Management 
Award, allowing them to now 
become patrol captains and take 
on leadership roles within their 
individual patrols. 

Silver Medallion Beach 
Management Award 
Luke Alcock Sarah Mathews 
Shane Lee   

 
Not only are these recipients now 
able to step up on their respective 
patrols, they have all shown an 
eagerness to continue upskilling 
and will no doubt be a great asset 
to their respective patrols. 

New trainer 
Excitingly, Ella Cook has also 
stepped up to help support the 
education team and is now a 
probationary trainer. We soon 
hope to have her fully endorsed 
and supporting our Surf Rescue 
Certificate training. 
 
IRB plans 
Unfortunately, the COVID-19 
pandemic interrupted our plans to 
strengthen our depth of IRB drivers 
and crew, but we hope to  

 make this a priority ahead of the 
new season. 

Gratitude 
I’d like to make mention of a 
number of people who have 
supported me through the first 
year of my directorship. 

First of all, the Board has been 
outstanding by always offering 
me support and assistance, 
helping to guide me through 
what has been a tricky first  
12 months in the role. 

Special mention to Rob Cook 
who has been an invaluable 
mentor since I took over the role. 
He has played a key role as both 
a trainer and assessor punching 
out yet another excellent SRC 
group, as well as assessing at 
Branch level and organising the 
upcoming IRB course.  

Greg Gillespie has been another 
key support from a lifesaving 
perspective, assisting with 
organising proficiencies and 
supporting me with any other 
tasks.  

Richard Whipp, Kaz Marks, Matt 
Murphy and Paul O’Keefe have 
also been invaluable by helping 
to get everyone’s proficiencies 
over the line 

 early in the season. Matt also 
helped train our Bronze course 
during some of my absences. 
Their support is key to getting our 
patrols ready and maintaining the 
high level of lifesaving we pride 
ourselves in at Narrabeen Beach. 

All have been willing to help at a 
moment’s notice without 
hesitation and I am incredibly 
grateful for their support 
throughout the season. 

I’m looking forward to another 
great year of education at 
Narrabeen Beach, expanding our 
lifesaving base and upskilling our 
members to ensure our club can 
continue to keep the water safe 
for everyone who comes to enjoy 
the beach.   

Will McInnes  
Director of Education  



 
 
 
 

 

Lifesaving Awards Season 2019-20 

  
 

 
BRONZE MEDALLION 

• Leah Jackson • Olivia Gillespie • Oliver Oudhof 
• Poppy Robinson • Sunny Flynn • Tylah Price 

 
 
 

 
SURF RESCUE CERTIFICATE (CPR ENDORSED) 

• Bradley Flannery • Chamonix van Vuuren • Ella Christy 
• Eloise Day • Gabby Routledge • Madeleine Wise-Mann 
• Madeline Jackson • Morgan Singh • Rebecca Menzies 
• Toby Robinson 

 
  

 
  

 
SILVER MEDALLION BEACH MANAGEMENT 

• Luke Alcock • Sarah Matthews • Shane Lee 
 

 
   

 
PROBATIONARY TRAINER 

• Ella Cook 
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Surf Sports Report  

  

Pre-season ski paddling 
Everyone in our paddling group 
had high expectations for the 
upcoming 2019/2020 season.  
Ollie Oudhof was fast improving. 
Pete Grimes was proud that his 
daughter, Jacque, decided to re-
join surf lifesaving again.  
 
Both Pete and Jacque won their 
respective age and class 
divisions in the Paddle NSW 
Harbour Series prior to the patrol 
season starting. Pete and Jacque 
had also paddled as a mixed 
doubles pair in various races 
such as the Chucky Race, 
Twenty Beaches and my 
favourite, Lion Island Race.  
 
Jacque was also going to 
compete in the Coolangatta Gold 
10.5km Short Course. No wonder 
there was high anticipation for the 
upcoming season. 
 
Local Carnivals 
We kicked off our first carnival at 
Freshwater. Although our team 
achieved a Silver Medal in the 
Male 140-Year Ski Relay, the 
water temperature had suddenly 
dropped, challenging our swim 
team to perform in much cooler  
 

 temperatures. We were not as 
well prepared as we thought, so 
competing in this carnival proved 
to be much trickier. 
 
It has been a while since 
Narrabeen entered competitors in 
Opens Division. Sarah Matthews 
and Luke Alcock took on the 
challenge of racing against 
professional Ironmen and women 
athletes in the North Curl Curl 3-
Point Challenge and the 
Freshwater Opens Carnival. 
 
Palm Beach Twilight Carnival  
This carnival suddenly became 
more competitive than usual – it 
was the 10-year anniversary of 
this carnival and many other surf 
clubs rushed to compete in this 
iconic event.  
 
We were fortunate to enter two 
teams as Narrabeen A and 
Narrabeen B wanted to flog each 
other (jokingly) on handicapped 
points. It was a marginal win to 
Narrabeen A. Both teams 
included the same competitors in 
various events. 
 
State and Aussies Carnivals 
Little did we know there was only 
one event left - the State Titles at 
Swansea-Belmont. 
 

 Our doubles ski teams came so 
close but so far from winning a 
medal. Matt Price and Gary 
Whittaker arrived a day earlier to 
compete in individual events. 
Gary came 5th in the Male 50-54 
Year Ski Finals.  
 
The very cold and rainy weather 
at this year’s State Titles would 
indicate what would happen to 
our team’s preparation for 
Aussies. It was going to be the 
first Aussies event that 
Narrabeen would attend in many 
years, but COVID-19 dashed all 
our hopes for competing this 
season. 
 
COVID-19 brought in a new 
phrase of training in pairs, with 
each training session having to 
be much shorter - we missed our 
usual group sessions. “Winter” 
training commenced much 
earlier, and we felt very fortunate 
that we could still exercise in the 
water. 
 
Competitor of the Year 
We have always been grateful to 
our Ski Coach, Pete Grimes, for 
his coaching and mentoring to 
each and every ski paddler over a 
number of years.   
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Pete has always been very 
innovative with his coaching 
methods, and his passion for surf 
sports in general has kept 
everyone highly motivated with 
their training – even during the 
lockdown period. Pete has also 
played a crucial role in many of 
our teams’ excellent results. 
Many medals and achievements 
can be accredited to Pete’s direct 
team involvement over the years, 
as well as his indirect effort to 
coach others to obtain their 
results.   
 
We know that Pete keeps our 
teams disciplined and tightly knit. 
When many ski paddlers from 
other clubs or from the general 
paddling community seek out 
Pete’s coaching and advice, it 
reinforces how lucky we are.  
 
This time we are not going to just 
show our appreciation for his 
coaching each week and his 
volunteering to do extra tasks, 
like towing the ski trailer. We 
want to acknowledge his athletic 
abilities as well, celebrating that 
he is one of the fastest ski 
paddlers in his age group, as well 
as beating many younger 
competitors.   

 While Pete has won many 
personal medals for his 
exceptional sporting 
achievements, it is also worth 
highlighting his willingness to join 
any team so that each competitor 
has a chance to be part of a relay 
team. To Pete, that is more 
important than just outright 
results.  
 
This time we are going to say 
more than just “Thank you, 
Coach!”  This is a long overdue 
award waiting for Pete Grimes as 
Competitor of the Year. 
 
Being grateful 
Our weekly group paddles, and 
also enjoys coffee and breakfast 
meetings at Deli on Waterloo as 
part of our Saturday morning 
routine. There is definitely a buzz 
as our weekly group training 
sessions grow - both in numbers 
and intensity.  
 
The ski trailer was falling apart 
from rust, so Mark Terei (P9) and 
Peter Matthews (paddling friend) 
generously donated $200 each 
towards the cost of revamping it. 
It was a great adventure for 
everyone that worked on the 
trailer – thank you for your hard 
work. 
 
Ross Tester and Steve Price 
carried out official duties at each 
carnival – they are highly-
regarded and are fabulous at 
promoting our Surf Club’s 
reputation. We need to say thank 
you on our Club’s behalf. More 
importantly, more members need 
to put up their hand to join their 
ranks and take on the role of a 
Carnival Official.  

 There are many little things that 
add up and make each 
competitive season fall into place. 
Now, as well as any time, is the 
moment to express our gratitude 
for the camaraderie and 
companionship our team has built 
up over the past number of years. 
 
To our guys who competed (plus 
others) for Narrabeen Beach 
SLSC: 
 

• Doug Lucas 
• Gary Whittaker 
• Jacque Grimes 

• Luke Alcock 
• Matt Price 
• Mick Bowen-Pain 

• Mike Clempson 
• Pete Grimes 
• Pete Wells 

• Sarah Matthews 
• Sean Townsend 
• Simon Lewis 

 

….a purple revamped ski trailer 
awaits your service. 
 
Kevin Lee 
Director of Surf Sports 
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Youth Development  

It was a great 2019/20 Nippers season with  
many highlights. I would like to start by  
acknowledging the Junior Board and all the  
parents that worked extraordinarily hard to  
make things happen over the season in all the 
volunteering roles. Also, to all the nippers  
who turned up with smiles on their faces and  
had fun over the year – you just have to look  
at the Facebook photos to see the enjoyment 
they had.  

I have had a wonderful four years as Director  
of Youth and at our Annual General Meeting  
prior to the presentation day, David Wise-Mann 
stood up to take on the role next season.  
Thankyou David and I hope you have as much 
fun as I did. To all the people that helped me 
run the nippers over the four years, thank you.  
I hope you continue to be involved with the club  
- I will still be there every week, but as a parent  
and a helper. 
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We welcomed 123 junior 
members for the 2019/20 season 
which was a slight increase of 
seven nippers on our previous 
year. Of these, 22% were in the 
educational groups (Under 6-7) 
and 78% in the competitive age 
groups (Under 8-14). Within this 
group we had 11 members obtain 
their SRC (Surf Rescue 
Certificate) - they were deployed 
to patrols and assisted with water 
safety each week for the 
development and ongoing 
training of our junior members – 
well done!   

The importance of youth 
development in the club is utmost 
as a large number of our 
patrolling members have come 
through the Nippers Program. We 
also encourage Mums and Dads 
to get involved and train to 
achieve their Bronze Medallion, 
so they too can become 

 patrolling members or assist with 
water safety each week at 
nippers. 

Achievements 
It is a great pleasure to share with 
you the highlights of a very 
successful 2019/20 Nippers 
Season: 

• The majority of the 123 
nippers received their Surf 
Education Awards, which is 
mainly due to the quality of 
our Age Managers. 
 

• We had representation at 
most carnivals over the year, 
reaching semis and finals. We 
also had two nippers 
represent us at the State 
Titles, doing our club proud.  
 

• Eleven of the under 14s group 
obtained their SRC award. 

 • On 12 January 2020 we 
hosted the annual Narrabeen 
Carnival with great weather 
and enthusiastic volunteer 
parents and various club 
members producing another 
extremely successful event. 
Thanks to Kevin Lee for 
coordinating everyone, and 
well done to all those involved 
in event coordination, beach 
set-up, BBQ, catering and 
tear down - a huge 
congratulations to you all. 

 
During the season we ran the 
Junior Club Championships for 
the U11 age group upwards. The 
events included sprint, flags, 
swim and board races.  
 
The overall event results were as 
follows: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  

2019/20 Club Championship Results 

Tracey Lake Overall Club Champ Liam Worne - Male 
Cleo Gavagna - Female 

Ross Tester Water Club Champ Kieran Huynh - Male 
Cleo Gavagna - Female 

Wayne Schwebel Beach Club Champ Liam Worne - Male 
Millie Lewis - Female 
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During each week’s activities, we take note of participants in the U8 and over age groups who compete regularly 
in the club events and surf carnivals. At the end of the season we tally the results and award those with the highest 
point score: 

 

 

 

 

The Junior Club Person of the Year is one award that is not points orientated - it is based on a young  
person’s character, along with attributes that demonstrate the surf lifesaving value of ‘selfless dedication’.  
This year one name kept popping up repeatedly when talking with various people, so it was a unanimous decision. 
Toby Robinson was always there to help me with the water safety and anything I asked him to 
do - nothing was a problem, which was greatly appreciated. 
 

2019/20 Junior Clubbie of the Year 

Bruce Warman Junior Club Person of the Year Toby Robinson 

 

For the older age groups (U14) there was a transition from the conventional nipper environment to the  
Narra Water Rats, along with gaining their SRC under the watchful eyes of their dedicated trainers, Ella  
Cook and Jordan Howard.  

It was great to see the 11 who trained all made it through. All are now patrolling members at the club and  
a welcome asset to each patrol. Big congratulations to:  

2019/20 Highest Point Score Results 

Worne Family Girls Point Score Champion Pepper Lee 

Stephen Price Boys Point Score Champion  Kieran Huynh 

2019/20 Surf Rescue Certificate Awards 

 Eloise Day  Bradley Flannery  Madeline Jackson  Rebecca Menzies 

 Zoe Miller  Mia Mountseer  Toby Robinson  Gabrielle Routledge 

 Morgan Singh  Madeleine Wise-Mann  Chamonix van Vuuren 
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Nippers 
To run the nippers each week it 
takes a lot of coordination which 
could not happen without the 
tireless effort from members, 
including: 

• The admin team who ensure 
everything is in order behind 
the scenes. 

• Various parents who set up 
the beach for events. 

• Claire McManaway, Glen 
Worne and Kay Worne who 
set up the BBQ and make 
sure everyone is fed. 

• D’Arcy Worne who manages 
the uniforms. 

• Kevin Lee for coordinating 
entries into the carnivals. 

We cannot have nippers without 
the dedicated Age Managers who 
turn up and run the events, while 
ensuring the safety of the 
children. Age Managers create 
the atmosphere and enthusiasm 
that encourages the children to 
achieve their best in all activities 
on the beach and in the water. 

Congratulations and a big thank 
you to all: 

Under 6  
David Wise-Mann 

Under 7 
Hamish Inglis 

Under 8  
Sabyn Baker & D’Arcy Worne 
 
Under 9  
Mia Crowley & Shane Lee   
 
Under 10  
Mark Gavagna, Charli Hunter & 
Kara Chapman 

 Under 11  
Jess Routledge & Emily Roach 

Under 12  
Zara Worne 

Under 13  
Anthony Buckton & Dimitri Bukto 

All our water activities need to be 
managed and supervised by our 
experienced Water Safety crew. 
The beach this year was a 
challenge at times with large 
swells and many rips.  

I was astonished at the 
enthusiasm of all the nippers who 
lined up each week for the swim, 
especially when the Under 9s 
completed their first big swim to 
the buoys. I was very proud of the 
under 9s who braved the sand 
bar dump and made it out the 
back. I did the swim with them 
and couldn’t decide if the parent 
or nipper smiles was larger at the 
finish (I think the parents were 
relieved). A huge thanks to our 
Water Safety team, headed by 
Matt Price. 
 
Narrabeen Beach is well known 
for our water safety standards 
and we continue to ensure that 
we meet and exceed all 
requirements. Thanks to all of our 
patrolling members and qualified 
parents who pulled on the orange 
rashie for us each Sunday. You 
are a key contributor to the 
development of water skills for 
our Juniors. Without our water 
safety team, we would simply be 
running around on the sand each 
week. My apologies for not 
naming you all here, but you 
know who you are, and we really 
look forward to you coming back 
and helping 

 us for the upcoming season. 

Finally, nippers can only exist with 
the continued support of all the 
mums, dads, grandparents, 
friends and carers who willingly 
give up their Sunday mornings. 
To those that jump in when we 
are short on the BBQ, or simply 
help with the running of nipper 
age groups each week, I thank 
you. 

To all junior members, their 
families and friends I look forward 
to welcoming you all back for the 
next nipper season as we 
continue to educate and develop 
the life skills of the children who 
are the future of our community. I 
am very proud to be involved in a 
volunteer organisation like 
Narrabeen Beach SLSC and Surf 
Lifesaving. 

 

See you on the beach… 

 

Brett Worne  
Director of Youth 
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Membership Development 

 
 
 
 
 
 

One of the most challenging 
seasons possible for our 
members – that is one way to 
describe 2019/2020. 

With a backdrop of several 
broader community emergencies, 
members conducted their 
activities during strenuous 
conditions: 

 the crippling state-wide 
drought in the latter half 
of 2019.  

 the east coast bushfire 
crisis of December 2019-
January 2020.  

 local flooding of our 
Narrabeen area in 
February 2020.  

 the unfolding COVID-19 
virus pandemic that 
ended the patrolling and 
surf sports season three 
weeks early. 

In addition to their rostered 
patrols, our members extended 
themselves in support of these 
additional causes. Surf lifesaving 
assets were called upon to 
support other emergency service 
agencies with several 
assignments during these difficult 
times. We likewise rallied to 
support other charities 
conducting their fundraising 
events in our local area. 

 The season was busy with a 
range of activities:  

Bunnings BBQ 
On 18 August and 1 September 
2019, we ran the BBQ at 
Narrabeen Bunnings. A big thank 
you to Sean Flynn and Claire 
McManaway who coordinated 
these days. Thank you also to all 
those members who did a stint on 
the stalls. We sold a lot of 
sausage sandwiches! 

Pub2Pub Run 
We supported the Pub2Pub run 
on 25 August 2019, marshalling 
the southern half of Ocean 
Street. A strong team of 19 
members assembled early in the 
morning to provide support and 
first aid during this section of the 
event.  

The Bloody Long Walk 
On Sunday 8 September 2019 
we provided a drink, BBQ and 
food/drink station at our club for 
The Bloody Long Walk. This 
charity fundraising event - in 
support of mitochondrial disease 
- involves participants walking 35 
kilometres from Palm Beach to 
Manly Beach. 

Pre-season Briefing Night 
On 12 September 2019, our 
Board of Management and Patrol 
Captains attended a  
pre-season briefing night at 

 Dee Why RSL presented by the 
Branch Director of Lifesaving, 
Adrian Hill, and our own Director 
of Lifesaving, Greg Gillespie. 
 
New security system 
Our new security system was 
installed and operational for the 
start of the patrolling and 
competition season. I think all 
members have appreciated this. 
Thanks to Directors, Sean Flynn 
and Kevin Lee, who coordinated 
the set-up of the new system. 

NSW Masters Open Water Swim  
For the first time, we provided 
water safety support for the Open 
Water Swim event held by the 
NSW Masters Swimming 
Association at Lake Parramatta 
on 19 October 2019. Many of 
their members have done our 
Narrabeen Beach Ocean Swim 
Challenge over the years, so it 
was a great opportunity to return 
the favour with some assistance. 
Thanks to Wayne Schwebel for 
coordinating this and to our Youth 
Development Director, Brett 
Worne, who took time out from 
his already busy schedule to lead 
the water safety team at 
Parramatta. We were booked to 
provide similar services in April 
2020, but they were unfortunately 
cancelled due to the pandemic. 
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Drone operations 
Three of our Patrol Captains, Ian 
Harper, Tony Fitzgibbon, Matt 
Murphy completed the Branch 
UAV Drones Course and joined 
the Branch UAV roster. There are 
now up to five UAVs deployed 
through the Branch from fixed 
and mobile locations. These are a 
huge boost to our emergency 
capabilities. 

International students  
On 26 October 2019, Surf Life 
Saving (SLS) NSW hosted a 
group of international students at 
our club to provide an 
introduction to Sydney surf 
conditions and safety tuition. 
Thanks to SLS NSW 
Development Officer, Jacob 
White, for coordinating this event. 
Jacob was one of our founding 
Water Rats members and is now 
a patrolling IRB driver at 
Narrabeen Beach. 

Narrabeen Beach Ocean Swim 
Challenge 
On 30 November 2019 we 
hosted the Narrabeen Beach 
Ocean Swim Challenge in some 
very nice conditions. The event 
was originally scheduled for early 
November but was postponed for 
the first time in more than 10 
years, due to unsafe surf 
conditions. Thank you to Wayne 
Schwebel for coordinating the 
day and to the many members 
who helped with the course set 
up, buoy laying and retrieval in 
the IRBs, registration, 
communications, water safety, 
food preparation and service. 
Thank you all, it turned out to be 
an excellent event. 

 

 Bushfire crisis IRB support 
As part of the developing bushfire 
crisis in mid-November 2019, we 
readied a mobile IRB and crew 
complete with first aid equipment 
to be on standby for deployment 
in the local area. Thanks to those 
IRB operators who volunteered 
on this one. 

Education support for South 
Narrabeen SLSC  
We assisted our neighbouring 
club, South Narrabeen SLSC, 
with some of their education 
needs as they rebuild patrolling 
strength. In addition to training 
Narrabeen’s squads, our SRC 
and BM trainers also helped six 
SRC and three BM candidates 
from South Narrabeen complete 
their courses. Thanks very much 
to Will McInnes and his training 
team, Ella Cook and Jordan 
Howard, for taking on this extra 
responsibility to assist a 
neighbouring club build its 
membership. 

Branch Junior Lifesaver of the 
Year Program  
We nominated two members 
from our U14 SRC group for the 
Branch Junior Lifesaver of the 
Year Program. Toby Robinson 
and Eloise Day attended the 
program and no doubt benefited 
from the experience of meeting 
fellow junior lifesavers and 
learning about surf lifesaving 
operations. It was pleasing to 
hear that the winner of the 
Branch Male Junior Lifesaver of 
the Year Award was Christian 
Selvaratnam from South 
Narrabeen SLSC, who was part 
of our SRC squad this season. 
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Rural Fire Service Emergency 
Call Centre   
As part of a Branch initiative, we 
volunteered to supply members 
to the Rural Fire Service (RFS) 
Call Centre at the height of the 
bushfire crisis. Support was 
required to assist with the 
increased volume of calls for their 
Information Help Line.  

Thank you to the many members 
who volunteered for this duty – 
much more than the number of 
positions allocated. We ended up 
sending Jodie Murphy, Deidre 
McAlinden and Oliver Oudhof on 
6 January 2020 to fill our quota 
for the shift. They were part of a 
great initiative, along with fellow 
emergency service organisations, 
to assist the RFS in their hour of 
need. 

Bush to Beach Program  
We had a great member turnout 
to assist with the first day of the 
Bush to Beach Program on 
Friday 17 January 2020. This is 
an annual program run by South 
Narrabeen SLSC where 
indigenous students from north 
west NSW attend South 
Narrabeen for the weekend and 
learn about the surf (while taking 
a break from the dust and heat!).  

After a period of debilitating 
bushfire smoke and severe 
drought experienced in the 
weeks leading up to this event, 
some much needed rain arrived 
that weekend. Our club 
volunteers assisted with 
completion of skills assessment 
at Collaroy Beach pool and then 
at South Narrabeen for swimming 
between the flags, all while the air 
was filled with bushfire smoke 
mixed with rain! 

Thanks to all those members who 
volunteered and helped out on 
the day - it was very much 
appreciated by South Narrabeen 
SLSC. 
 
Narrabeen Lake flooding 
emergency 
On 10 February 2020, the 
drought had well and truly broken 
and heavy rains combined with a 
large high tide created a flood 
emergency in the Narrabeen 
Lake catchment, resulting in 
several streets being flooded. 
SLS members and assets were 
called out that evening to assist 
NSW Police and the SES with 
welfare checks and evacuations. 
Thank you very much to three of 
our members, Doug Lucas, 
Kirsten McFadden and Skye 
Storey, who volunteered and 
assisted with operations at the 
Sydney Northern Beaches 
Headquarters at Warriewood.  

We had further activity planned 
for the season, which regrettably 
had to be postponed due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic crisis. The 
patrolling season was terminated 
early on  
28 March 2020. A run of good 
autumn weather, finally, and 
huge numbers of beach 
attendees were deemed to be 
creating an unsafe environment 
for all concerned during the 
height of the pandemic. 

Many of our members were 
willing to keep patrolling if 
required, and I thank all for your 
steadfast commitment.  
 
Our Water Rats trip to Garie 
Beach SLSC in the Royal 
National Park was booked for  
4-5 April 2020 but had to be  

cancelled due to the pandemic. I 
am sure they will welcome our 
assistance come the new season. 
 
On a final note, this season was 
the eighth of our Water Rats 
program - former junior members 
now make up a significant part of 
our patrolling capability. In fact, by 
season end, we had 58 current or 
former Water Rats members on 
our patrol roster, representing well 
over half our patrolling strength. 
This is something that we can be 
very proud of. 

While I hope next season is a little 
less eventful, I remain very 
impressed by the long list of 
services our members were able 
to deliver to the community this 
year. I encourage all members to 
continue their development in the 
movement by gaining further 
patrolling awards and 
experiences, joining the various 
education and support services 
with our Branch, or through our 
expanding surf sports program. 
 
Rob Cook 
Director of Membership 
Development 
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Club Competition 
 
This season has been very 
different to previous summers, 
with the club closed due to 
COVID-19 virus restrictions. This 
didn’t allow us to complete a full 
season of club competition but 
we still managed two rounds of 
the Club Championships, plus 
plenty of Sunday swims. 
 
Throughout the season, I was 
pleased to coordinate the club 
events for those who wished to 
have a go. It is often the water 
safety crew who jump in after 
nippers - my thanks to all who 
competed, even though a little 
tired after helping the younger 
age groups. Start time is usually 
10:30am but this can vary as 
nipper competition may finish 
later depending on conditions. 
Over the last season, handicap 
events were held nearly every 
Sunday, weather permitting, with 
the usual short break over 
Christmas and New Year.   
 

 This season has seen some keen 
competition in the Sunday 
morning senior club events.  
Races are handicap events by 
age group in swim, sprint and 
flags. This is a chance for all 
members to get some extra 
fitness, as well as have a bit of 
fun. It also engenders club spirit 
plus some keen contests 
between competitors in particular 
age groups.  
 
Intra-club competition has grown 
considerably with over 50 
competitors in the Sunday events 
and around 40 members 
competing in the club 
championships. It is pleasing to 
see a large proportion of 
members supporting the senior 
club competition. 
 
Sunday Club Handicap Events 
The handicap events are based 
on allocating start times for each  

 swimmer, and this allows the not 
so athletic to compete on an even 
basis. Points accumulate 
throughout the season and 
overall monthly point score 
winners are awarded by age 
group.   
 
This season we had the usual 
beach closed days and the 
weather wasn’t always kind.  
When the sun did come out and 
conditions were ideal, everyone 
who entered the Sunday events 
had a great time. Any member 
can join in and we had 
enthusiastic groups, especially in 
the younger age categories. The 
events provide a bit of fun on 
Sunday mornings and they assist 
in developing camaraderie 
amongst all members. Handicap 
events consist of a swim, beach 
sprint and flags plus the 
occasional board race if 
conditions suit.  
 
 

 
Results for the 2019/20 season  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Age Category Overall Monthly Point Score Winners 
Under 15 Boys Toby Robinson 

Under 15 Girls Leah Jackson 

Under 19 Boys Luke Buckton 

Under 19 Girls Poppy Robinson 

Open Men’s Will McInnes 

Over 35 Men’s Greg Gillespie 

Over 50 Fabian Byrne 
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We wish to thank all members 
who had a go, even if only for that 
odd swim when rostered for a 
Sunday morning patrol. 
 
Club Championships 
Club Championships are the 
serious side of club competition 
and were conducted over three 
rounds this season. Competition 
consists of a swim, beach sprint, 
flags and board.   
 
Events are conducted as per 
SLSA rules, with no handicaps, 
and results present the “Best of 
the Best” at Narrabeen. 
Competition is conducted in age  

 groups from Under 15 to Over 
50s and it is pleasing to see some 
of the keenest competition in the 
younger groups. 
 
Congratulations to all age 
champions of Narrabeen Beach. 
It is great to see younger 
members such as Sam Pheeney, 
Xavier Gillespie, Rebecca 
Menzies and Charlotte Holway 
competing with the big guns at 
Narrabeen. That’s the Narrabeen 
spirit. 
 
I look forward to seeing plenty of 
competitors in next season’s 
Sunday Club events. Start time  

 will be 10:45am for the late risers 
so there is no excuse. Come 
down and get into the salt water 
and enjoy the experience. 
 
Wayne Schwebel 
Carnival Competition  
Coordinator  

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 

 

Club Championships 2019–20 

Category First Second Third 
Under 15 Boys Xavier Gillespie Sebastian Ruming Toby Robinson 

Under 15 Girls Rebecca Menzies Madeleine Wise-Mann Madeleine Jackson 

Under 19 Boys 
Sunny Flynn 
Sam Pheeney 

 Ollie Oudhof 

Under 19 Girls Charlotte Holway Isabella Ruming Olivia Gillespie 

Over 35 Men’s Greg Gillespie Pete Wells Richard Pheeney 

Over 35 Women’s Cherie Day   

Over 50 Men’s Shane Lee Fabian Byrne Tracey Lake 

Over 50s Women’s Fiona Russell Sally Langford  

Open Men’s Luke Alcock   
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Tuff Club 
 

Winter Swim Club (Tuff Club)  
Most members of a surf club 
hibernate during winter, but not 
the hardy group of Narrabeen 
Beach SLSC Winter “Tuff Club” 
swimmers. Narrabeen members 
have been heading down to the 
beach and getting into the winter 
surf for over 50 years and it’s 
time you tried it. It is the most 
exhilarating thing you can do in 
winter.   

Each Sunday, we have a light jog 
on the beach and then a relaxing 
swim in the ocean.  This is 
followed by hot soup, bread rolls 
plus basking in the winter 
sunshine on the deck.  This is not 
as crazy as it sounds, as the 
water temperature is always 
around 18 to 22oC and the air 
temperature can be much colder. 
Once you try it, you will wonder 
why you have never done it 
before. Scientific studies show 
that the saltwater swim will 
improve your immune system 
plus resistance to colds and flu. 
No Tuff Club member will be seen 
coughing and spluttering this 
winter. 

 Each member pays a $3.00 fee 
for the privilege and we all have a 
turn at preparing the soup of the 
day. At the start of spring, we 
then count up your swims and if 
you have reached the minimum 
standard, you will receive a new 
Tuff Club hoodie or other 
collector’s item on presentation 
night. You may even keep a few 
kilograms off during winter. 

We also compete for the 
Narrabeen Shield in a swim held 
by North Narrabeen Shivering 
Sharks. This is a 10-member, 
timed relay swim of 50 metres for 
any club with Narrabeen in its 
name. Closest to the designated 
time is the winner and 
competition is always fierce.  
Teams can win by 0.1 of a 
second plus great honour and a 
coffee mug go to the victors.  
After the race, there is a good 
feed, including soup, plus a few 
laughs back at the Sharks’ Club. 
Narrabeen Beach SLSC Tuff Club 
won the shield in 1990, 2005 and 
2006. 
 

 It has been great to see a few 
nippers getting into the spirit this 
year with Sunny Flynn, the Lee 
family, Olivia Gillespie and Ollie 
Oudhof heading the group. 

The results from 2019 winter are 
in and Top Tuff for this year is 
Deidre Oudhof, closely followed 
by Peter Mays and Fabian Byrne. 
They top the list of brave souls 
who attended last winter and took 
anything that the weather dished 
out. Tuff Club swimmers and 
results for 2019 are below 
including new swimmers Claire 
McMannaway, Shane Lee, Gee 
Lee, plus Pepper and Jordon 
Lee.   

We are still running Tuff Club 
every Sunday, so come on down 
and you will be surprised how 
habit forming it can be. As long 
as you get your hair wet each 
week and make a soup at least 
once, then that is all the criteria 
for a mention on the honours list. 

See you in the swim. 
 
Wayne Schwebel 
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Administration Report 
 
I would like to thank the members 
of the Board of Administration for 
their hard work this year. There 
are a number of other members I 
would like to also acknowledge 
for their support: 

Special thanks to David Cook 
who will be stepping back from 
active involvement after providing 
years of service to the club. 
David often helped with club 
sponsorship by ensuring we have 
a representative attend Dee Why 
RSL for our Cash Housie timeslot 
each week.  

Tammy Cook has provided 
ongoing assistance with the 
operation of the club - from 
assisting with the collation of data 
for this report, to communicating 
with SLS NSW. Tammy is a 
leader in our club encouraging 
the involvement of youth and 
women in surf lifesaving.   
 
Sarah Matthews has assisted in 
delivering the club administration 
in several areas, 

 including taking the lead to 
produce club newsletters, helping 
to prepare this Annual Report and 
assisting with the presentation 
night.  

Wayne Schwebel has worked 
tirelessly on the maintenance of 
the club house. His efforts to 
organise, coordinate and provide 
access to contractors as needed, 
as well as undertake 
maintenance works around the 
clubhouse are much appreciated.  
 
This year Wayne has also been 
instrumental in facilitating the 
structural works by Council and 
organising the timber floor 
improvement works.  
 
A further thank you to Deidre 
McAlinden for her assistance with 
the Annual Report. 
 
Join us  
If anyone is interested in 
becoming a member of the Board 
of Administration, it is as simple 
as sending an email 

 to admin@narrabeach.org.au to 
let us know how you can assist. 
Many hands make light work.  

Board Meeting Attendance  
As required by the Department of 
Fair Trading for incorporated 
bodies, the attendance at Board 
of Management meetings is 
tabled below. 
 
Sean Flynn 
Director of Administration  

 

 

 

Name Position Meetings Attendance 
Tracey Lake President  9 9 
Steve Price Vice President  9 8 
Luke Alcock Director of Finance  9 8 
Greg Gillespie Director of Lifesaving  9 8 
Will McInnes Director of Education  9 8 
Brett Worne Director of Youth Development  9 8 
Rob Cook Director of Member Services  9 8 
Sean Flynn Director of Administration 9 9 
Kevin Lee  Director of Surf Sports  9 4 



 
 
 
 

28 
 

 

Vale Robert (Bob) Chidgey 

 

It is with deep sadness that we 
advise club members of the 
passing of Robert (Bob) Chidgey 
on 22 June 2020. 

Bob was one of our longest 
serving life members after joining 
the club back in the late 
1960s. Bob transferred to 
Narrabeen from Collaroy and 
patrolled until 1976 when family 
and work commitments meant he 
had a break for a few years. He 
couldn’t stay away for too long 
and re-joined the club in 1989 and 
took on several roles, including 
Sunday events coordinator. Bob 
loved the water and Narrabeen, 
and soon moved his family down 
to Warriewood continuing to 
patrol with his two sons, Matthew 
and David.  

Throughout his lifesaving career 
Bob supported the club and took 
on the role of Finance Director 
from 2013 through to 2018. In 
recognition of Bob’s contribution 
to surf lifesaving, he was awarded 
Life Membership at Narrabeen 
Beach, and a Distinguished 
Service Award with Sydney 
Northern Beaches Surf Life 
Saving. 

Bob taught many Narrabeen 
members the finer points of body 
surfing and many a happy time 
was spent “out the back with 
Bob”. His enthusiasm for 
navigating the waves was 
unsurpassed and he would spend 
hours in the surf, long  

 after the rest of us had come in to 
warm up. 

Bob’s family would like to thank all 
surf club members for their 
support and the well-wishes 
shown to him when his health was 
deteriorating - Bob was also most 
appreciative. A private family 
funeral service was recently held 
and a memorial service will be 
held at the club in the Spring, with 
details to be announced shortly. 
 
At the 2018 Club Presentation, we 
acknowledged Bob’s  
35+ years of patrol service, with 
some of his many achievements 
as follows: 

 Bronze Medallion (1965) 
 

 Club Person of the Year, 
Narrabeen Beach (1971) 
 

 Assistant Secretary / 
Secretary (1973-75) 
 

 National Service Medal  
(15 years, 1991) 
 

 Board and Ski Captain 
(1991-1994) 
 

 IRBC (1994) 
 

 SMIRBD (1994) 
 

 Life Member, Narrabeen 
Beach (1997) 

  Club events organiser till 
1998, then again from 
2004 – 2009 
 

 SLSA 25-Year Service Award 
(2001)   
 

 SLSNB Distinguished Service 
Award (2008) 
 

 Director of Finance  
(2015-2018) 
 

 Average of 80 patrol hours per 
season, with an estimated 
total of 2,800 hours of service 
at Narrabeen Beach! 
 

Above all, we thank Bob for all 
those years of friendship, loyalty, 

enthusiasm and surf lessons, 
along with his great sense of 

humour and outstanding 
commitment to surf lifesaving. 
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Appendix 1: Audited financial accounts 
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