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Welcome to Members and Guests 

The Board of Management of Narrabeen Beach Surf Lifesaving Club Inc. welcome all members and guests 
to the 52nd Annual General Meeting to be held at Narrabeen Beach Clubhouse on Sunday 16th July 2017. 
The Board of Management now submits to members the annual report and financial statements within 
this publication. The report provides statements from each Board reflecting the activities for the previous 
year and significant achievements worthy of note.   

Presented on behalf of the Board of Management by: 

Cherie Day, Director of Administration  

AGENDA 

President’s welcome 

Apologies and Proxies 

Adoption of minutes of the 2016 Annual General Meeting 

Business arising from those minutes 

Presentation and adoption of the 2016/17 Annual Report and Financial Statements 

Special Resolutions: 1 

Election of Board of Management for the 2017 / 2018 season 

Notice of motions: 3 

Urgent General Business 

Close (Light refreshments will follow) 

Special Resolution 1: That in recognition of many years of distinguished service to the club as Patrol 
Captain, Club Trainer, Director of Lifesaving, and various other positions including Branch level positions, 
with the unanimous approval of the Board of Management, and in accordance with the club constitution, 
Rob Cook be awarded Distinguished Service Membership of Narrabeen Beach Surf Lifesaving Club 
Incorporated.  

Notice of Motion 1: That affiliation be sought for the 2017/18 season with Surf Life Saving Sydney 
Northern Beaches Inc. (The Branch).  Further, that the articles, constitution, by-laws, regulations and 
resolutions, together with the awards and equipment of The Branch, Surf Life Saving NSW, and Surf Life 
Saving Australia Limited be accepted without reservation. 

Notice of Motion 2: To approve the appointment of BeWeiszer Accounting & Tax as auditors for the 
2017-2018 Financial reporting year.  

Notice of Motion 3: That Narrabeen Beach SLSC Inc. keep the same membership fee structure for the 
2017/18 for active members as follows: 

Active Members who have completed less than 25 hours in the 2016-17 season will be required to pay 
$50 for the 2017-18 season. 
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Season 2016-17 Snapshot  

Member Summary 2016-17 2015-16 
Active Members (Cadets 13-15) 22 15 
Active Members  97 98 
Juniors and Associates 212 181 
Life Members 13 12 
Total 344 306 
Patrol Statistics 2016-17 2015-16 
Patrol Hours 4,708.5 4,398 
Rescues 7 25 
Preventative Actions 646 1,296 
First Aid 171 210 
SLSA Awards (excluding Juniors) 42 43 
SLSSNB (Branch) Awards of Excellence  
SLSSNB Most Outstanding Club 
Lifesaving    

Narrabeen Beach SLSC 

SLSSNB Patrol Assessment 
Competition  

5th Place 

SLSNSW (State) Awards of Excellence  
SLSNSW Junior Lifesaver of Year 
(Male) 

Elliott Prasad 

  
Branch Board of Education  Rob Cook 

Doug Lucas 
Kaz Marks 

Matt Murphy 
Paul O’Keefe 

Richard Whipp 
Branch Youth Advisor  Tammy Cook 
Branch Board of Surf Sports 
(Officials)  

Andrew Bain 
Gary Foster Snr 

Kaz Marks 
Matt Price 

Stephen Price 
Ross Tester 

Branch Trauma Incident Peer 
Support (TIPS Team)  

Kaz Marks 
Skye Storey 

RWC Support Ski Operators Alexander Buckton 
Joshua Buckton 

SNB Duty Officers Rob Cook 
Doug Lucas 
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President’s Report  

The 2016-2017 season saw Narrabeen Beach SLSC’s 125 patrolling members spend over 
4,708.5 hours patrolling at Narrabeen Beach where they carried out 7 rescues, 171 first 
aid treatments and 646 preventive actions.  
 
Thanks to all of our hard-working Club Members for their ongoing dedication and service 
to the community, and the ongoing support provided by Sydney Northern Beaches Branch 
in Narrabeen’s 52nd year. 
 
As the season got underway our Lifesaving patrol roster was maintained at our desired 
strength of 12 experienced patrols thanks to the efforts of our Director of Lifesaving, Rob 
Cook. Rob’s energy, combined with the dedication and training skills of Director of 
Education, Matt Murphy, saw our members achieve 45 new awards in all facets of surf 
lifesaving. This included four highly sought and valued SMIRBD awards, which were 
largely made up of our upcoming Water Rats progressing from IRBC through to IRBD 
awards for the season.  
 

Three of our members deserve special mention, having reached outstanding milestones in their long 
lifesaving careers: (Sir) Wayne Schwebel for 40 years’ service, and Ian Harper and Richard Whipp for 25 
years’ service. Congratulations and long may you continue to serve. 
 
An ongoing highlight for us at Narrabeen was the growth of our Narra Water Rats youth lifesaving 
program where numbers increased to 40 dedicated young lifesavers. This membership category now 
contributes a healthy 35% of our patrolling strength.  
 
This group of very enthusiastic members also provided patrol assistance at the Bush to Beach program at 
South Narrabeen during January 2017, and Garie Beach SLSC in the Sydney Branch region during 
February 2017. Now in its fifth year, members of the Narra Water Rats initiative also formed the 
foundation for most of Narrabeen’s awards achieved this season.  
 
Further recognition for Narrabeen and the strength of our Narra Water Rats program was demonstrated 
when our very own Elliot Prasad, a long-term Nipper and now SRC graduate, was awarded SLSNSW Junior 
Lifesaver of the Year, making it two years in a row that Narrabeen Beach has been recognised at State level 
for this award category. This is a true testament to the continued focus on growth coming from our Narra 
Water Rats youth program.  
 
Narrabeen’s 135 junior members also had a great season and I congratulate our Director, Brett Worne, 
and all those Nippers who participated each week and attained their relevant junior participation and 
competition skill evaluation awards.  
 
In Surf Sports, our members competed with distinction in Club, Branch and State Championships. We also 
hosted our annual Ocean Swim event at the commencement of the season, along with our traditional 
Junior Carnival in January.  
 
Narrabeen also thanks its members contributing outside their own Club at SNB Branch level including: 
Club Assessors - Rob Cook, Doug Lucas, Kaz Marks, Matt Murphy, Paul O’Keefe and Richard Whipp; SNB 
Youth Advisor - Tammy Cook; SNB Duty Officers - Rob Cook and Doug Lucas; PWC Operators - Alex 
Buckton and Josh Buckton; and our TIPS Support Team members - Skye Storey and Kaz Marks. We thank 
all for their service at SNB Branch level along with their own Club commitments.  
  

Message 
from the 

President  

Tracey 
Lake  
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Special thanks also to those members who again made outstanding contributions as carnival officials: 
Stephen Price, Matt Price, Ross Tester, Gary Foster, Kaz Marks and Andrew Bain, as well as all those 
members (and friends) whose efforts made all these events possible. 
 
A special mention to Narrabeen’s Young Lifesaver of The Year nominee Jacob Hall, a fine young lifesaver 
who has progressed from SRC to Bronze and IRBC, to now also complete his SMIRBD with patrol service 
of the highest standards, culminating in an outstanding rescue while on patrol in late March 2017.  
 
Narrabeen’s financial position remains very sound with stewardship of the Club’s commercial activities 
in the capable hands of Finance Director, Bob Chidgey. The Club is also thankful for additional assistance 
by way of grants, such as the Federal Government Beach Equipment Safety Fund (BESF), and 7NEWS, 
which enabled Narrabeen to purchase a well overdue ATV for our lifesaving operations, along with 
ensuring all lifesaving and training equipment is up to date.  
 
Narrabeen also thanks our major Club sponsors, Dee Why RSL, 7NEWS, Bakers Delight – Warriewood, 
Henderson Logistics, Commonwealth Bank, along with Club sponsors Bennett Surfboards, Winston Hills 
Mall, BPM Trading and Telstra Warriewood. Without this support we could not provide such an 
outstanding community service. 
 
My personal thanks to my fellow Board of Management members who have done a magnificent job over 
the past twelve months.  
 
Tracey Lake 
President 
 

Pub to Pub Community Fun Run Helpers Aug 2016   
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Lifesaving Report  

Thank you to our 13 patrols for an excellent season providing patrol services at 
Narrabeen Beach SLSC. A special highlight was the Club being awarded the Sydney 
Northern Beaches Branch Most Outstanding Club for Lifesaving this season. This is a 
tremendous honour for us - all our patrolling members can be very proud of how we 
delivered our services this season. 

I would like to thank the members of the Lifesaving Committee listed below who 
generously gave time out of their busy lives to keep the lifesaving function rolling and 
ensured our patrols were as well supported as possible. This awesome team has made 
my job so much easier, thanks to their dedication and willingness to roll up their sleeves 
and get involved whenever the Club needs a lifesaving presence. 

Rob Cook Director of Lifesaving 
Wayne Schwebel Gear & Equipment Supervisor 

Hilton Day  
Powercraft Supervisor 

Assisting Gear & Equipment Supervisor 
Tony Fitzgibbon Lifesaving Records Supervisor 
Greg Gillespie Proficiency Supervisor 
Will McInnes Patrols Supervisor 
Mali Tauro-Cesca Youth Captain of Narra Water Rats 

 

I would also like to mention Hilton Day and Greg Gillespie who took on leading the critical function of IRB 
training this season. It was a difficult year with numerous beach closed days, but the guys pushed on and 
we have four new IRB drivers to show for it. 

I would like to particularly make a note of thanks to Will McInnes who handed over the crucial Water Rats 
Youth captaincy to Mali Tauro-Cesco this year. Will has been the inaugural captain of this new chapter of 
the club, and his energy and enthusiasm for lifesaving and leading by example has been critical in the 
continued growth and expansion of our younger members. Mali is also a very dedicated and keen “home-
grown” young lifesaver and foundation 
member of the Water Rats who has provided 
impetus to the Board of Lifesaving with her 
enthusiasm. I look forward to her growth as 
a leader in the movement.  

We are privileged, and very proud, to have 
such a high number of Under 21 members 
among our patrolling numbers (now over 
one third of our ranks!) and look forward to 
the continuing growth of young members in 
surf lifesaving. Many have come all the way 

Message 
from 

Director of 
Lifesaving 

Rob Cook     
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through our junior activities, and are still with us, and are now introducing their friends and family to also 
get involved.  

We also recognized many long-term patrolling members’ years of service, as listed at the Member 
Highlights area of this report, however would like to make a particular note of thanks to Wayne Schwebel, 
who was this year awarded the amazing and almost unheard-of 40 Years Patrol Service Award. Wayne has 
been President, Vice President, Club Captain, Chief Instructor, Surf Sports Director, Finance and 
Administration Director, having every role on the Board over a period of almost 35 years, as well as a fully 
active patrolling member all that time, largely as Patrol Captain. Wayne still continues to actively assist 
myself and any other Directors with whatever job needs doing. Thank you, Wayne. Narrabeen Beach is 
forever in your debt! 

Season highlights 

We managed to keep our patrol roster strength at 12 fully qualified patrols, and extended that this season 
to trial a 13th Reserve Active Patrol. Some patrols were still tight for requisite awards, but with good 
substituting discipline we provided our requisite award and personnel numbers in almost all rostered 
patrols. 

Our rescue numbers were kept to very few, and I believe this is a direct result of the vigilance and proactive 
patrolling of our patrol units in performing actions. This was particularly important this season, as we 
had so many days when the beach was closed for rough conditions. On those days, preventing 
inexperienced beach users getting into danger is absolutely critical. Below are some statistics from this 
season: 

 Maintained 13 patrols 
 4,708.5 patrol hours  
 52,626 estimated beachgoers 
 7 rescues 
 171 first aid treatments 
 646 preventative actions  
 18 beach closed days (up from 9 last season!)  
 Support for Pub to Pub Race - August 2016 
 Food station for Bloody Long Walk - September 

2016 
 Hosted 3 major carnivals/events: Narrafun Ocean 

Swim; Branch JAC; and the Branch Beach Championships 
 Purchased new 3-seater Yamaha 

Viking ATV in December 2016 
 Increase from 3 to 4 training patrols  
 Narra Water Rats membership 

reaches 40  
 Narra Water Rats trip away to patrol 

Garie SLSC for two full days - 25 / 26 
February 2017 

p p



LIFESAVING REPORT 

Page 7                                                                                                                                            Annual Report 2016-17 

 14 Bronze Medallions – 7 qualified SRCs progressed through to Bronze Medallion (BM)  
 9 Surf Rescue Certificates (SRC) 
 4 SMIRBD (two are Water Rats) 
 1 Silver Medallion Aquatic Rescue 
 4 Silver Medallion Beach Management 
 SLSSNB Duty Officers - Rob Cook and Doug Lucas 
 SLSSNB Support Ski 2 Operators: Alex Buckton and Joshua Buckton  
 SNB TIPS Team: Skye Storey and Kaz Marks 
 SLSNSW Junior Lifesaver of the Year Narrabeen Beach SLSC Elliott Prasad (Two years in a row at 

NSW Level for Narrabeen!!!) 
 Wayne Schwebel 40 Years Patrol Service Award! 

Patrol activity  

I would like to thank our patrol captains for their active leadership and guidance throughout the season. 
We had two new patrol captains - Fabian Byrne, who took over Patrol 8 from Wayne Schwebel, and Pete 
Mansell took over Patrol 10 from David Cook. 

Wayne and David both can be commended for remaining on their patrols to assist the transition and 
training of the new patrol captains.  

PATROL  PATROL CAPTAIN 
  

 P1 
Alex Buckton 

 

P2 
Joshua Buckton 
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P3  
The Water Renegades  

Tony Fitzgibbon 

 

P4 
Narrabeen Gold 

(Training Patrol 4) 
Ian Harper 

  

P5 
Matt Murphy 
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P6 
The Substitutes  

(Training Patrol 1)  
Brett Worne 

 

P7   
All the President’s Men  

Tracey Lake 

 

P8   
Quality not Quantity 

Fabian Byrne 
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P9   
The Bronze Whalers 

 (Training Patrol 2)  
Rob Cook 

 

P10   
The Perfect Ten 

Peter Mansell 

 

P11   
Ocean’s Eleven 

Sean Townsend and Doug Lucas 
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P12   
 The Grown Ups  

(Training Patrol 3) 
Jason Oakes  

 

P13   
Reserve Active Patrol  

Doug Lucas 

Our training patrols continue to provide a conducive environment for our Water Rats’ members to learn 
on the job, while taking on important responsibilities.  

The Club’s internal Patrol Activity Competition (PAC) was again hotly contested. Points are gained for 
each patrol from all forms of activity within surf lifesaving and are accrued back to each member’s “home 
patrol”. Most points come from attending patrols and gaining new awards. In a very tight tussle this year, 
Patrol 12 - “The Grown Ups” - led by Jason Oakes took out the award, edging out P9 The Bronze Whalers 
and Patrol 4 Narrabeen Gold. 

It was quite a surprise to note the top patrolling member this season was one of our youngest SRC rookies 
- “Patrol Person of the Year”, Callum Fitzgibbon - who gained his SRC in the spring squad, and then 
went on to give us an incredible 131.5 hours of patrolling. Well done Callum - I look forward to your 
continuing development in the Club! 

Junior Lifesaver of the Year 

Narrabeen Beach sent two representatives, Mia Besley and Elliot Prasad, to the Branch’s Junior Lifesaver 
workshops (for Under 14 SRC holders). It was an outstanding result for the Club to have Elliot be awarded 
the Branch’s Male Junior Lifesaver of the Year. Elliot then had the privilege of attending the SLS NSW Junior 
Lifesaver of the Year Workshop in April 2017, as the Sydney Northern Beaches Branch male 
representative.   

Elliot was then announced as the State (NSW) Male Junior Lifesaver of the Year due to his impressive 
performance at the workshop. Elliot has some great ideas for engaging youth into surf lifesaving, and for 
our role in providing a more comprehensive service to a wider Sydney beachgoing community.  
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Extended lifesaving services 

A feature of the patrolling membership this season was again our ability to not only cover our own beach 
but to also support other community initiatives with marshalling, first aid and food stations for such 
events as the pre-season Pub to Pub and Bloody Long Walk.  

Importantly for the Club financially, our patrolling members supported no less than three major events: 
our own Narrafun ocean swim in November 2016, the Branch Junior Activities Carnival in January 2017, 
and the Branch Beach Championships in 
February 2017. These events require 
major input from our patrolling members 
in planning and logistics, water safety, 
first aid, course set up and pack down. All 
three events went very well, and I would 
like to extend a grateful thank you to all 
our members, both old timers and our 
Water Rats who pitched in to assist, many 
working very long hours. Thank you! 

A key highlight was our trip to Garie SLSC in February 2017 to carry out two days of patrols for this critical 
club in the Royal National Park that is in the process of rebuilding its patrol strength. It is also one of the 
state’s known blackspots for rescues. A strong team of 15 patrolling members and supporters attended 
and performed the patrols there for two days. The beach was closed for dangerous surf most of the time, 
which had us well and truly on guard. It was also an opportunity for some bonding and practice of search 
and rescue skills. It is a wonderful rewarding experience to be a volunteer, but particularly rewarding to 
provide our services where they are critically needed.  

We also supported the Bush to Beach program run by our neighbouring Club, South Narrabeen, providing 
water safety for the program’s first day of activities. It was an outstanding effort by our young members 
who gave up their last day of the summer holidays to assist this program, where school students from 
remote communities in the North-West NSW come to South Narrabeen for the weekend - most to see the 
ocean for the first time. Seeing our members there in full uniform that morning, ready for duty for that 
worthy cause would be my proudest memory of the season! 

I am already looking forward to next season and am confident it will be just as busy for our patrolling 
members, but am confident we will be up to the task! 

Rob Cook  
Director of Lifesaving 

the task!

Rob Cook, Greg Gillespie with Greg Betts ( Garie 
Club Captain) and Tony Fitzgibbon   
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IRB Report  

This season, Narrabeen’s IRB fleet was kept very busy with 
over 100 engine hours providing safety cover to not only our 
beach, but adjacent ones when needed. 

The season started off well with IRB proficiencies organised 
by the Board of Lifesaving, with a major turnout and strong 
start for the boats. In October 2016, IRB driver training kicked 
off on Saturdays providing entertainment for morning patrols.  The Narrabeen Ocean 
Swim provided an opportunity for extra boat time for our driver candidates, and some 
experience laying out and picking up buoys in windy conditions. 

With the support of the endorsed trainer team, Rob Cook, Paul O’Keefe and Doug 
Lucas, provisional trainers 
Hilton Day and Greg 
Gillespie got the boats on 

the water for training almost every weekend 
into the New Year. 

January 2017 saw the Nippers Carnival IRB 
team organised by Robert Buckton once again, 
with all boats and some borrowed ones 
providing constant vigilance for hordes of 
Nippers and screaming parents in some classic 
Narrabeen surf conditions. 

In late February, following a couple of false-starts due to difficult sea conditions, our hard-working IRB 
driver candidates, Kevin Lee, Pedro Paiva, Jacob Hall and Jacob White (pictured below) all achieved their 
Silver Medallion in pouring rain at North Manly SLSC, adding four new welcome drivers to the roster for 
the coming season. 

Congratulations to all who got in a boat this season! It is a critical part of our rescue capability, and your 
assistance and support is valued by Narrabeen SLSC and our wider community. We will be running an IRB 
crew course at the commencement of the new season and look forward to many recent Bronzies joining 
this crew.   

Hilton Day  
Powercraft Supervisor  

Message 
from 

Powercraft 
Supervisor 
Hilton Day   
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Patrol Hours 2016-17 

Callum Fitzgibbon 131.5 Emily Roach 45.3 Michelle Cunningham 30.5 
Robert Cook 119.0 Kirsten McFadden 44.8 Peter Mays 30.5 
Graham Cook 102.3 Matthew Price 44.8 Warwick Lynch 29.8 
Tammy Cook 90.8 Jessica Routledge 44.5 Pascal Peltriaux 29.8 
Ella Cook 90.3 Richard Whipp 44.3 Wayne Haworth 29.5 
Kevin Lee 89.0 Cherie Day 43.8 Lachlan Oldfield 29.3 
Hilton Day 88.8 Craig Furness 43.8 Michaela Bell 28.8 
William Cook 77.5 Alexander Hall 43.5 William Hall 28.8 
Alex Gold 77.0 Jordan Howard 43.3 Daniel Furness 28.5 
Tony Fitzgibbon 73.0 Jill Brooks 43.0 Jerry Sirote 28.5 
Kirstie Holway 70.3 James Mansell 41.8 Mary Lou Hall 27.5 
Robert Chidgey 65.0 Julie Robinson 41.5 Dave Lawler 26.8 
Doug Lucas 64.3 Robert Buckton 41.0 Isabella Cowap 25.8 
Deidre McAlinden 62.3 Kara Chapman 40.8 Luke Buckton 25.3 
Steven McInnes 61.8 Isabella Ruming 40.5 Richard Pheeney 25.0 
Greg Gillespie 61.5 Joshua Buckton 40.0 Mia Besley 23.5 
Peter Mansell 58.8 Bridie Ryan 40.0 Nicholas Walsh 23.0 
Pedro Paiva 58.5 Tracey Lake 39.8 Rebekka Sinni 19.8 
Ian Harper 58.0 Jodie Murphy 39.5 Alessandro Ciappi 19.5 
Brett Worne 57.0 Michaela Harper 39.3 Sam Hart 19.5 
Jacob Hall 55.8 Matthew Griffiths 38.0 Lucas Carruthers 19.0 
William McInnes 54.0 David Cook 37.5 Peter Grimes 17.3 
Jason Oakes 53.8 Michael Bowen Pain 36.8 Peter Wells 17.3 
Fabian Byrne 53.3 Cayley Smith 36.5 Piers Bird 17.0 
Kaz Marks 51.3 Paul O'Keefe 35.5 Martin Kudlik 16.8 
Dale Moore 51.3 Tylah Price 35.5 Mike Clempson 16.5 
Jacob White 51.0 Fiona Russell 35.5 Bruce Dando 16.5 
Matthew Murphy 50.8 Skye Storey 35.5 Eli Ball 15.3 
Wayne Schwebel 50.8 Sally Langford 35.3 Gary Whittaker 12.8 
Mali Tauro-Cesca 50.5 Gary Foster(Jnr) 35.0 Alexandra Streeton 12.5 
Sebastien Amielh 48.5 Jane McKenzie 34.5 Christopher Mansell 10.8 
Belinda Buckton 48.0 Samuel Black 34.3 Enzo Amielh 10.5 
Anthony Wood 47.5 Charlotte Holway 33.3 Adam Bookless 10.0 
Liam Symonds 46.5 Bianca Hall 32.8 Kimberly Walker 8.5 
Sean Townsend 46.3 Angus Bradshaw-Jones 32.3 Alexander Singh 8.3 
Josie Groves 46.0 Luiz Segundo 31.3 Brian Mayne 7.3 
Sean Flynn 45.5 Rebecca Kosterman 30.8 Thomas Walsh 7.0 
Alexander Buckton 45.3 Elliott Prasad  30.8 Cheryl King 3.3 
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Narra Water Rats Report  

The 2016/17 season was another great one for Narrabeen’s ever-growing youth 
program, the Water Rats. As well as our involvement in rostered and volunteer patrols, 
water safety, and helping with nippers, other highlights include our annual trip to Garie 
SLSC, new accreditations achieved, membership growth, a movie night, participation in 
Club Champs and carnivals, as well as some well-deserved awards.  

In February 2017, around 30 patrolling members - the majority being Water Rats - 
headed down to Garie SLSC in the Royal 
National Park for an action-packed patrol 
weekend. While the weather tried to 
dampen efforts – resulting in the beach 
being closed and few swimmers – all 
attendees still had an enjoyable time. 

After heading down on Friday night, the crew were woken 
by a helicopter airlifting hikers to hospital due to 
hypothermia – demonstrating how dangerous conditions 
around the beach can be. Most of Saturday was spent 
patrolling from inside the clubhouse, with some venturing 
out on roving patrols and walking round the surrounding 
headlands to capture some photos. After some night-time 
training activities and a slightly later evening than 
anticipated, the crew packed it in for another stay over in 
the clubhouse. On Sunday, there was another relaxed patrol 
before heading home. Overall, the weekend was enjoyed by 
everyone with the crew making new friendships and 
learning some important new aspects of surf lifesaving.  

The number of Water Rats grew to 40 this season with new members progressing from nippers to life 
saving roles – this was the largest growth area in the Club this season. There were nine new Surf Rescue 

Message 
from Water 

Rats 
Captain 

Mali Tauro 
–Cesca  
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Certificates (SRC) awarded, along with seven new Bronze medallions for members progressing from their 
SRC. 

Congratulations to Mia Besley, William Cook, 
Callum Fitzgibbon, Daniel Furness, William 
Hall, Charlotte Holway, Elliott Prasad, Tylah 
Price, Isabella Ruming on their SRC and Ella 
Cook, Bianca Hall, Kirstie Holway, Josie 
Groves, Bridie Ryan, Em Roach and Jess 
Routledge on achieving their Bronze 
Medallion. These weren’t the only 
qualifications gained, with Jacob Hall and 
Jacob White also putting in many hours to 
become certified IRB drivers, an award 
every patrol needs more of.  

 These weren’t the only qualifications 
gained, with Jacob Hall and Jacob White also putting in many hours to become certified IRB drivers, an 
award every patrol needs more of.  

The season also saw an expansion in training patrols with Water Rats deployed on P6 The Substitutes, P4 
Narrabeen Gold and P9 The Bronze Whalers. Everyone has been outstanding, getting involving in roving 
patrols, training and wearing correct uniform. Special mention to Callum Fitzgibbon who won Patrol 
Person of the Year.  

After some postponements due to weather, the Narra Water Rats successfully ran a movie night in March. 
While initially planned to be outdoors, it was moved to the function room because of rain. The night was 
received well with many people enthusiastically helping to make the evening a success. Weather also 
made it hard to secure the large numbers we were hoping for, we still managed to cover our costs and 
help raise some money for the Club. It worked well as a social event and hopefully next time we will have 
fine weather.  

Throughout the season we also saw a lot of the younger members get more involved in the weekly events, 
as well as Club Champs and some carnivals. At the Club Champs, the competition was strongest in the 
younger age groups with plenty of competitors 
in the swim, flags, sprint and boards. Some 
Water Rats also took part in the Beach Branch 
Championships with many more helping out at 
this and other carnivals hosted by Narrabeen by 
doing preparation, first aid and water safety 
roles. In January, around 10 Water Rats also 
headed down to South Narrabeen to assist with 
water safety for the Bush to Beach program. All 
attendees agree they gained way more out of this 
day than they gave.  

 
Bush to Beach Jan 2017  
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Around the end of the season, some well-earned awards were received by some members of the Water 
Rats, including our nominations for the Junior Life Saver of the Year, Mia Besley and Elliot Prasad. Both 
did exceptionally well. Further congratulations to Elliot as he won NSW Male Junior Lifesaver of the Year, 
which makes it two years in a row Narrabeen has received an award at this level. Other awards went to 
Kirstie Holway who received the Narrabeen Gloria Cook Rookie of the Year Award, and to Jacob Hall who 
was nominated for SNB Young Life Saver of the Year.  

Let’s hope next season is just as enjoyable and has just as much involvement as this one. Thank you to 
everyone who helped organise things for the Narra Water Rats throughout the season.  

Mali Tauro-Cesca  
Narra Water Rats Captain  
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Education Report  

It is with some sadness (some) that I write my last Education report. I will be 
stepping down as Chief Trainer for the 2017-18 season, but look back with great 
fondness over the last seven years as a trainer for Narrabeen Beach.  

The best part of being a Bronze trainer is that you are often the first point of contact 
for many people as they join Surf Lifesaving, so you get to be a part of that initial 
journey. Every group I have trained has made the decision to give up 6 - 8 weeks of 
their life so they can learn new skills to help keep others safe, and this has always 
amazed me. I have had the privilege of meeting a lot of great Bronzies over the years 
and have been lucky enough to see the smiles on their faces as the assessor 
announces “Congratulations Narrabeen. You are all now officially Bronze Medallion 
holders.”  

I thought it was fitting that as I step down, 
my last Bronze group comprised mainly 

young Water Rats members. If this amazing group of young 
people are the future of Narrabeen Beach, then the future 
looks bright and is in good hands.  

I would like to thank everyone who has helped me train “the 
highly skilled Bronze-holders from Narrabeen” and taught me 
a thing or two along the way. I could never had done this alone. 
Whenever I asked for help people always put their hands up.  

A big thank you to all the Patrol Captains and members who 
were on patrol during a “wet session” and acted as patients, 
water safety or run-swim-run markers. Thanks to Sean and 
other competitors who would often come along and run a 
board skill session for new Bronzies when asked. Thanks to 
Patrol 5 for picking up the slack for me when I was busy 
training during a patrol. Thanks to Skye, Sara and Belinda who 
helped with training for a while, as well as every IRB driver 
who did water safety for me.  

A special thanks to Rob Cook who always helped me out when I was away for a session and would step in 
for me, often on short notice. Thanks to David 
Cook who joined in on my last Bronze squad and 
helped me out, even if he thinks he didn’t do 
anything. Your support was much appreciated.  

A big thanks to my “little buddy” Gordy for 
instilling in me a passion for Lifesaving and 
Education and with whom I shared many of the 
fond memories above. Thanks also to Jodie for 
sharing me with Narrabeen Beach and to my kids 
- or my “clubhouse orphans” - who came along to 

Message 
from 

Director of 
Education  

Matt 
Murphy  
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training nights and did homework or slept on the lounge during Wednesday night dry sessions. I know I 
have left many other people off this list, and for that I apologise. Your help is very much appreciated. 

After many years spent yelling “don’t take your hands off the head” 
and “paddle hard, PADDLE”, I needed a break and am looking 
towards other opportunities within Surf Lifesaving.  

I look forward to seeing you on the beach and would encourage 
anyone interested to become involved in Education, whether it be as 
a trainer or helping out with specialist areas such as First Aid or 
Boards. It is a very rewarding job.  

A bad day on the beach always beats a good day at work.  

Cheers 

Matt Murphy “Peanut Butter, Smooth Crunchy” 
Director of Education  



LIFESAVING AWARDS COMPLETED 2016-17 

Page 20                                                                                                                                            Annual Report 2016-17 

Lifesaving Awards Completed 2016-17 

  
Surf Rescue Certificate First Aid (AID) 
Mia Besley Tammy Cook (P12) 
William Cook Mali Tauro-Cesca (P6) 
Callum Fitzgibbon Richard Whipp(P1) 
Daniel Furness Anthony Wood(P8) 
William Hall  
Charlotte Holway Advanced Resuscitation Techniques Certificate 
Elliott Prasad William McInnes (P6) 
Tylah Price Richard Pheeney(P5) 
Isabella Ruming Mali Tauro-Cesca(P6) 
  
Bronze Medallion Silver Medallion Basic Beach Management 
Enzo Amielh Fabian Byrne (P8) 
Adam Bookless Tammy Cook (P12) 
Ella Cook  William McInnes (P6) 
Michelle Cunningham Pete Wells (P13) 
Shona Forsyth  
Josie Groves Silver Medallion Aquatic Rescue 
Bianca Hall  Rob Cook (P9) 
Kirstie Holway   
Lachlan Oldfield Silver Medallion Inflatable Rescue Boat Driver  
Emily Roach  Jacob Hall (P7) 
Jessica Routledge Kevin Lee (P9) 
Bridie Ryan  Pedro Paiva (P11) 
Benjamin Tran  Jacob White (P7) 
Kevin Yan  
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Surf Sports Report  

This season has seen some enthusiastic competition in the senior club Sunday morning 
events.  These are held immediately after Nippers and are handicap events in swim, sprint 
and flags.  This is chance for any member to get a little extra fitness during the season as 
well as to have a bit of fun.  It also engenders club spirit and some keen competition 
between particular age groups.   

Throughout the season, I have been pleased to coordinate the club events for those who 
wish have a go.  It is often the water safety crew who jump in after Nippers and my thanks 
to all who competed even though a little tired after helping the younger age groups.  Start 
time is usually 10:30 but this can vary as Nipper competition may finish later depending 
on conditions.  Over the last season, we held handicap club events on 12 Sundays plus two 
rounds of club championships and we usually a short break over Christmas and New Year. 

Sunday Club Handicap Events 

The handicap events are based on 
allocating start times for each swimmer 
and this allows the not-so-athletic to 
compete with the best on an even basis.  
Points accumulate throughout the 
season and overall monthly point score 
winners are awarded.  

This season we had the usual beach 
closed days and the weather wasn’t 
always kind.  When the sun did come out 
and conditions were ideal, everyone 
who entered the Sunday events had a great time.  Any member can join in and we had a few Nipper mums 
and dads have a swim with patrolling members.  The events are meant to be a bit of fun on a Sunday 
morning and they assist in developing camaraderie amongst all members and makes Nipper parents feel 
welcome and part of the club. 

Handicap events consist of a swim, beach sprint and flags plus on the odd occasion a board race if 
conditions suit.  Results for the 2016 – 17 season are as follows; 

AGE CATEGORY OVERALL MONTHLY POINT SCORE WINNERS 
Under 15 Girls Mia Besley 
Under 15 Boys Will Hall 
Under 19 Boys Jordan Howard 
Under 19 Girls Mali Tauro-Cesca 
Women’s Fiona Russell 
Over 35 Ian Harper 
Over 50 Fabian Byrne 

Message 
on behalf 

of Surf 
Sports   

Wayne 
Schwebel     

and  

Kevin Lee 
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We had a good roll up from the younger and 
older members of the club and unfortunately 
the Opens and ladies were not that 
enthusiastic.  I wish to thank all members 
who had a go, even if only for that odd swim 
when rostered for a Sunday morning patrol.  

Club Championships 

Club championships are the serious side of 
club competition and these are usually 
conducted over three rounds throughout the 
season.  This season we only manage two rounds and competition consisted of a swim, beach sprint, flags, 
board and iron man. 

All events are conducted as per SLSA rules, with no handicaps, and decides who is the “Best of the Best” 
at Narrabeen. Competition is conducted in age groups from Under 15 to Over 50’s.  It is pleasing to see 
some of the keenest competition in the younger groups. 

Club Championships 2016 – 17 

CATEGORY FIRST SECOND THIRD 
Under 15 boys Will Hall Daniel Furness Nick Walsh 
Under 15 girls Emily Roach Mia Besley Ella Cook 
Under 19 boys Jordon Howard Alexander Hall  
Under 19 girls Kirstie Holway Mali Tauro-cesca  
Over 35 Greg Gillespie Hilton Day Sean Flynn 
Women’s Micha Harper Sally Langford  
Over 50 Fabian Byrne   

Congratulations to all those age champions of Narrabeen Beach.  It is especially pleasing to see the 
younger members such as Kirstie Holway, Ella Cook, Mia Besley and Emily Roach competing with the big 
guns at Narrabeen.  That’s the Narrabeen Beach spirit. 

I look forward to seeing plenty of 
competitors in next seasons 
Sunday Club events.  Starting time 
will be 11:00 am for the late 
risers, so there is no excuse.  Come 
down and get into the salt and 
enjoy the experience. 

Wayne Schwebel 



SURF SPORTS REPORT 

Page 23                                                                                                                                            Annual Report 2016-17 

Carnival Competition 

Our competitors have completed another big season. Results from Freshwater and Dee Why Branch 
Carnivals and Collaroy Plateau East Coast Masters speak for themselves. This year has proven to be more 
competitive than ever.  As a small club, we have proven ourselves to be a strong, determined and spirited 
group again. Pedro Paiva, Sam Hart and Pete Wells combined as our male 130-year-old team and won 
medals across various events such as Taplin and Ski Relay.  Our experienced competitors such as Pete 
Grimes and Sean Townsend provided leadership in our group and ensure that our training remained on 
track. 

We also saw some great results Branch Champs beach only events with Mali Tauro-Cesca, Fabian Byrne 
and Wayne Schwebel winning medals.   

Our Competitor of the Year was awarded to 
Pedro Pavia. In only his second season as a 
competitor, Pedro managed to hold his own 
amongst a very large competitive field in his 
age group.  HIs encouraging persona lifts 
everyone’s spirits during training and his 
dedication to our paddling training keeps 
everyone enthusiastic.  Well done Pedro.   

Special thanks must go to our Narrabeen Ski 
Coach Pete Grimes. For many years, Pete has provided excellent coaching sessions, helped each paddler 
improve many ways and is very much respected amongst the paddling community.  Pete also let us have 
fun catching waves!  

Thank you everyone for your mentorship, guidance and just general fun-filled chats after training while 
having Alesandro Ciappi's best coffee in our front of club. 

Kevin Lee 
Surf Sports Assistant 
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Tuff Club  

As each winter rolls around you will find a group of hearty souls going down to the 
beach and getting into the surf.  This is the Tuff Club and it has been going at Narrabeen 
for over 50 years.  It’s time you tried it, as it is the most refreshing thing you can do in 
winter.  

At Narrabeen on every Sunday, right through the winter, we do a light jog along the 
beach and then a quick dip in the Pacific Ocean.  This is followed by hot soup, bread rolls 
and sucking up some winter sunshine.  This can all be yours at the Tuff Club.  

Over the winter months, members of the club from Nippers to Seniors get down to the 
“sundeck” on a Sunday morning at 10:30 and go for a swim.  This is not as crazy as it 
sounds, as the water temperature is always around 18 to 20 o C and the air temperature 
can be much colder.  Once you have tried it, you will wonder why you had never done it 
before.  Scientific studies have also shown that the saltwater swim will improve your 
resistance to colds and flu.  No Tuff Club member will be seen coughing and spluttering 
this winter. 

Each member pays a $3.00 fee for the privilege and we all will have a turn at preparing the soup for the 
day.  At the start of spring, we then count up your swims and if you have reached the minimum standard 
you will receive a new Tuff Club hoodie or other valuable collector’s item on presentation night.  You may 
even keep a few kilograms off during winter. 

The winter swim season commences in May, straight after patrols finish, with the Narrabeen Shield swim 
held by North Narrabeen Shivering Sharks.  This is a timed relay swim of 50 m for any club with Narrabeen 
in its name and we enter a team of ten swimmers.   

Closest to the designated time is the winner and competition is always fierce.  Teams can win by 0.1 of a 
second plus great honour and a free coffee mug go to the victors.  After the race, there is a good feed 
including soup and a few laughs back at the Sharks club.  Narrabeen Beach SLSC Tuff Club has won the 
shield in 1990, 2005 and 2006. 

It has been great to see a few Nippers and cadets getting into the spirit this year with Ella and Will Cook, 
Sunny Flynn, Xavier and Olivia Gillespie, plus Tegan and Eloise Day and Ollie Oudhof heading the group.  

Last winter in 2016 we had a number of brave souls who would attend as often as possible.  These 
swimmers would take anything that the weather would dish out.  Results for the year are as follows, 
including Top Tuff honours going to Ollie and Deidre Oudhof, followed closely by Paul Oudhof, Peter Mays, 
Wayne Schwebel, Sean and Sonny Flynn, Greg Gillespie and Dale Moore.   

We are still running Tuff Club every Sunday so come on down and you will be surprised how habit forming 
it can be.  As long as you get your hair wet each week and make a soup at least once, which is all the 
criteria for a mention on the honours list. 

Wayne Schwebel 
Tuff Club Organiser  

 

 

Message 
from Tuff 

Club 
Stalwart 
Wayne 

Schwebel     
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Top TUFFS 2016  

FIRST 
NAME SURNAME TOTAL 

SWIMS 
Ollie Oudhof 17 
Deidre McAlinden 17 
Paul Oudhof 16 
Peter Mays 15 
Wayne Schwebel 15 
Sunny Flynn 15 
Dale Moore 14 
Sean Flynn 14 
Greg Gillespie 13 
Olivia Gillespie 13 
Hilton Day 12 
Fiona Russell 12 
Tracey Lake 11 
Xavier Gillespie 11 
Eloise Day 10 
Teagan Day 10 
Cherie Day 9 
Jason Oakes 8 
Ella Cook 6 
Fabian Byrne 5 
Mali Tauro-Cesca 5 
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Youth Development 

It has been a great 2016-17 Nippers season with many highlights.  It was especially 
rewarding to watch the Nippers develop their surf awareness skills over the year 
under the guidance of our hardworking, passionate Age Managers. We welcomed 
many new families to our Club, and this season we enjoyed a large base of returning 
members from the previous season.  

In my first season as Director of Youth Development, I could not have made it through 
the year without the support and legacy from the previous Director, Pete Mays.  
Thanks Pete for your patience and taking all my calls throughout the year.  

Youth Development 

We welcomed 136 Junior members for the season 2016-17 which was a 26% increase 
on our previous year. Of these, 20% were in the educational groups (Under 6-7 years) 
and 80% were in the competitive age groups (Under 8-14). Within the latter group, 
we had nine members receive their SRC Award. They were deployed to patrols and 
assisted with the development and ongoing training of our junior members each 

week in water safety – well done! We were heartened by the support from this incredible group of 
teenagers.   

The importance of Youth Development within the Club is utmost, as many our patrolling members have 
come through the Nippers program.  We also encourage all mums and dads to get involved and train to 
achieve their 
Bronze 
Medallion, so they 
too can become 
patrolling 
members or 
assist with water 
safety each week 
at Nippers. 

Achievements 

It is with great pleasure that I share with you the highlights of a very successful Nippers season for 
2016/17.   

• The majority of the 136 Nippers received their Surf Education Awards, which is mainly due to 
the quality of our Age Managers. 

• We had representation at most carnivals over the year, reaching semis, finals and even winning a 
gold medal. We also had nine Nippers represent us at the State Titles doing the Club proud. 

• All nine of our Under 14 age group obtained their SRC certificates. 
• Our two representatives for North Beaches Junior Life Saver of the Year, Elliott Prasad and Mia 

Besley also did the Club proud.  Elliott Prasad went on to win the SNB Male Junior Lifesaver of 
the Year and then went on to win the coveted NSW Award. 

• On 15 January 2017, we hosted the annual Narrabeen Carnival with great weather, enthusiastic 
volunteer parents and various Club members producing another extremely successful event. 

Message from 
Director of 

Youth 
Development 
Brett Worne    
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Thanks to Pete for coordinating everyone and well done to all those involved in water safety, 
event coordination, beach set-up, BBQ, catering and pack down - a huge congratulations to you 
all! 

• After the success of our carnival we were asked to host the Northern Beaches Branch 
Championships on 5 February 2017. This was again a mighty effort by all the parents, patrolling 
members and of course all the Nippers that competed on the day. We won our first gold medal 
for several years, which was great to see. 

During the season, we ran the Junior Club Championships for the Under 11 age group upward. The 
events included sprint, flags, swim and board races.  

The overall event results were as follows: 

2016-17 CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS 
Tracey Lake Overall Club Champ                                                                                           Olivia Gillespie 
Ross Tester Water Club Champ                                                                                           Olivia Gillespie 
Wayne Schwebel Beach Club Champ                                                                             Katie Hartcliff 

Congratulations to both girls on such a tremendous effort. 

During each week’s activities, we take note of participants in the Under 8 – 14 age groups who compete 
regularly in the club events and surf carnivals. At the end of the season we tally the results and award 
those with the highest point score: 

2016-17 HIGHEST POINT SCORE RESULTS 
Girls Top Point Score                                                                                                     Madeline Jackson 
Boys Top Point Score                                                                                                            Jake Symonds 
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The Junior Club Person of the Year is one award that is not points orientated. Rather, it is based on a 
young person’s character, along with attributes that demonstrate the surf lifesaving value of ‘selfless 
dedication’. This year, one name kept popping up repeatedly when talking with various people, so it was 
a unanimous decision. 

2016-17 JUNIOR CLUBBIE OF THE YEAR 
Bruce Warman Junior Club Person of the Year                                                     Callum Fitzgibbon 

For the older age groups (Under 14) there was a transition from the conventional Nipper environment to 
the Narra Water Rats, gaining their SRC (Surf Rescue Certificate) under the watchful eyes of their 
dedicated trainers Rob Cook and Craig Furness. It was great to see all participants make it through their 
training. Congratulations to Mia Besley, William Cook, Callum Fitzgibbon, Daniel Furness, William Hall, 
Charlotte Holway, Elliot Prasad, Tylah Price and Isabella Ruming. All of them are now patrolling members 
at the Club and an asset to each patrol - I know because two of them are on my patrol! 

Nippers 

To run the Nippers each week it takes a lot of coordination. It could not happen without the tireless 
effort from members such as: 

• Cherie Day, Tammy Cook and the admin team who ensure everything is in order behind the 
scenes  

• Chris Chapman who sets up the beach for events 
• Claire McManaway, Glen Worne and Kay Worne who set up the BBQ and make sure everyone is 

fed 
• Jane Alderson who manages the uniforms 
• Andrew Bain who tallies the point scores and is the carnival coordinator 
• Chrissy Payne who is the beach event wrangler 
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We cannot have Nippers without the dedicated Age Managers who turn up and run the events, while 
ensuring the safety of the children. Age Managers create the atmosphere and enthusiasm that encourages 
the children to achieve their best in all activities on the beach and in the water. Congratulations and a big 
thank you to all. 

Under 6   Lisa Agombar and Edward Setton 
Under 7   Mark Gavagna, Chari Hunter and Kara Chapman   
Under 8   Gill McKenna, Jess Routledge and Emily Roach 
Under 9   Zara Worne and Natasha Greenow 
Under 10   Anthony Buckton 
Under 11   Kit Routledge, Andy Bowles and Alan Alderson 
Under 12    Jim Noble, Rod Ruming and Ali Robinson 
Under 13    Matt Hall, Kirstie Holway and Bianca Hall 
Under 14   Craig Furness 

All our water activities need to be managed and supervised by our 
experienced water safety crew. The beach this year was a challenge 
at times with large swells and many rips. I was astonished at the 
enthusiasm from all the Nippers who lined up each week for the 
swim, and, in particular, watching the Under 9s complete their first big swim to the buoys in very trying 
conditions. A huge thanks to our water safety team headed by Matt Price.  

Narrabeen Beach is well known for the quality of our water safety standards and we continue to ensure 
that we meet and exceed all requirements. Thanks to all our patrolling members and qualified parents 
who pulled on the orange rashie for us each Sunday. You are key contributors to the development of any 
water skills for our Juniors. Without our water safety team we would simply be running around on the 
sand each week. My apologies for not naming you all here, but you know who you are, and we really look 
forward to you coming back and helping us for the upcoming season. 

Finally, Nippers can only exist with the continued support of all the mums, dads, grandparents, friends 
and carers who willingly give up their Sunday mornings. To those who jump in when we are short on the 
BBQ, or simply help with the running of the Nippers age groups each week, I thank you. 
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To all junior members, their families and friends I look forward to welcoming you all back for the next 
Nippers season as we continue to educate and develop the life skills of the children who are the future of 
our community. I am very proud to be involved in a volunteer organisation like Narrabeen Beach SLSC 
and Surf Lifesaving. 

Brett Worne 
Director of Youth 
Development 

 



MEMBERSHIP DEVELOPMENT 

Page 31                                                                                                                                            Annual Report 2016-17 

Membership Development 

When I took on the role of Membership Development I had to focus on what the role 
of Membership Development meant, and that was improving the skillsets of existing 
members and a strategy for increasing the number of overall members within the 
Club.  

In retrospect, we already had highly motivated individuals within the Club driving 
these particular outcomes, so in a lot of cases my role was simply a matter of assisting 
these people to achieve their results.  

This newly created position is a natural progression from running Nippers. I have 
always considered the Nippers program to be the engine room of membership 
development within the Club. The 2016-17 Nippers season kicked off strongly with 
increased membership numbers over the previous season, going against the trend of 
smaller NSW Surf Lifesaving Clubs. This increase was due to the active promotion of 
the Club by the incoming Youth Development Director, Brett Worne, who reached out 

to over 30 schools as far afield as the western suburbs. 

With an increase in the number of Nippers parents stepping up and taking on active roles such as Age 
Managers, there is a view that some parents may also be inspired to do their Bronze Medallion to assist 
with water safety and possibly go on to become patrolling members. Along with the parents, the SRC (Surf 
Rescue Certificate) members provided a ready supply of enthusiastic assistants. 

This year culminated in the largest group of youth members achieving their SRC and Bronze Medallions, 
enabling them to take up active patrolling duties. The infectious enthusiasm the SRC group has brought 
to patrols has seen more of our younger members take up further qualifications, showing growth over 
last year . 

We have great mentors within the Club such as Rob and Tammy Cook, Hilton Day, Matt Murphy and Greg 
Gillespie who actively encourage younger members to push themselves to enhance their skill sets by 
achieving more qualifications.  

The Narra Water Rats youth program which is targeted at the 15 - 21 age group has been recognised 
among our Branch and Surf Life Saving NSW, as a leading program for youth development by any Surf 
Club. It creates a continuing link within the Club at an age when young people have so many opportunities 
to be distracted by their busy social lives.  

The Water Rats group is growing each year and at last count was sitting at 40. With events such as the 
Movie Night and the trip to Garie Beach, there is interest generated outside of patrols.  

This year we saw Mia Besley and Elliot Prasad nominated for Branch Junior Life Saver of the Year, with 
Elliot taking it out at Branch Level, and then going on to win at NSW State level for Junior Life Saver of the 
Year. To win at both levels is a testament to Elliot, his family and the commitment he has displayed to Surf 
Life Saving, particularly as he was up against tough competition from much larger Clubs.  

At the end of the day, the youth development programs within the Club are retaining our young members 
and providing a guiding light for them, proving that Narrabeen is well on track, in offering a sustainable 
long-term Club environment.   

Message from 
Director of 

Membership 
Development 

Pete Mays     
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For the existing members of the Club we have seen an increase in skill levels across the board. 

At the start of the season, Matt Murphy our head trainer set a challenge for all members to obtain at least 
one additional Surf Lifesaving qualification.   

A lot of members took up this challenge and we saw more IRB Crewmen and IRB Drivers qualify this year, 
along with First Aid certificates and many other qualifications. These qualifications have added a depth 
to our patrols not seen for many years, with some patrols having up to three IRB drivers or crewmen 
available. 

Matt Murphy ran the Bronze training program for the year, and of the 12 newly qualified Bronze holders, 
10 have remained at the Club as patrolling members. This is a marked increase over previous years with 
the Club lucky to retain one or two patrolling members out of each Bronze squad.  

For the members, we ran events during the year such as the State of Origin games in the Members Bar. 
One of the larger fund raisers this year was the 9th Annual Comedy Night, which was organised by our 
resident function coordinator Amanda Holland. The evening was a great success with the majority of the 
80+ attendees non-club members. 

This coming year will pose many challenges for Membership Development, but with the help of the 
members I believe we can again increase numbers and retain existing members by offering a variety of 
events during the season and improving services within the Club.   

Pete Mays 
Director of Membership Development 

Greg Gillespie and Pete Mays Branch Carnival BBQ Feb 
2017  
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Administration Report  

Surf Club Administration comprises a myriad of small tasks and a few mammoth ones. 
Every member of the Club contributes to getting the job done by completing 
membership renewals and Nipper registrations early in the season – and preferably 
online! This year, the Board of Administration laid the groundwork for paperless 
registration by setting up most of our existing members as family groups in the SLS 
portal. Expect to see an email in the coming weeks outlining the process for rolling over 
to the 2017/2018 season. 

The big jobs would overwhelm me, if not for the tireless contributions made by Tammy 
Cook and David Cook, each of whom do much more of the job than I do. A small 
sampling of the work completed includes: 

• Updating and reconciling memberships in Surfguard 
• Producing the Club Narra News, and all Club communications 

• Updating the Club website and social media 
• Administering keys and security fobs  
• Agendas and Minutes of meetings, updates to Club constitution and by-laws 
• Preparation of rosters for Dee Why RSL housie 
• Completion of Branch Award submissions 
• Producing this Annual Report 

Of course, many others contribute over the course of the year. I would like to thank Alex Buckton for 
keeping the Club website patched and secure, and Claire McManaway our long term Club stalwart who 
willingly volunteers to organise and cater all our events. I also owe a debt of gratitude to all the patrol 
captains, board members, and Club volunteers who took turns at our Dee Why RSL Club housie duties, 
earning some very welcome dollars. If anyone is seeking fame and fortune as a willing member of the 
Board of Administration, it is as simple as sending an email to admin@narrabeach.org.au to let us know 
how you can assist. 

Board meeting attendance 

As required by the Department of Fair Trading for incorporated bodies, the attendance at Board of 
management meetings was as follows: 

Name Position Meetings Attendance 
Tracey Lake President 11 9 
Steve Price Vice President 11 11 
Bob Chidgey Director of Finance 11 11 
Cherie Day Director of Administration 11 9 
Rob Cook Director of Lifesaving 11 11 
Brett Worne Director of Youth Development 11 9 
Pete Mays Director of Member Services 11 9 
Matt Murphy Director of Education 11 6 
Doug Lucas Director of Surf Sports 5 4 

Message 
from 

Director of 
Administration  

Cherie Day   
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Financial Report  

I am pleased to present the 2016-2017 Financial Report and Audited Accounts for 
Narrabeen Beach Surf Life Saving Club Inc. 

Highlights include: 

Gross revenue: $360,881, a $56,244 (18.5%) increase on the previous year and the 
highest ever for NBSLSC. 

Gross surplus: $215,138, a $46,783 (27.8%) increase on the previous year.  

Total expenditure: $205,039 a $7,086 (3.3%) decrease on the previous year 
(includes non-cash depreciation and amortisation of $102,443).  

Total comprehensive income: $10,099, a $53,870 (123.1%) increase on the 
previous year. A very good result. 

 

Cash position 

Total cash holdings at the end of the year was $59,663, an increase of $39,902 on the previous year. A 
good result considering $36,403 was spent on equipment and net repayment of borrowings was $30,301. 

Gross surplus 

The major contributors to our increased Gross Surplus of $46,783 was a Surf Club Facility Grant of 
$21,788 and an increase in Hall Hire profit of $15,135.  

The successful hall hire continues due to the outstanding work of Amanda Holland and Fiona Russell. Hall 
hire and bar trading continues to be our major source of net income, accounting for 40.2% of our gross 
surplus. Other major sources of income include: 

• The kiosk was helped by Alex Ciappi’s support and is working well 
• Channel 7 for their most welcome sponsorship 
• The Sunday BBQ. A thank you to all the Nipper families and friends who helped with the 

cooking and serving on the  Sunday BBQ. It is greatly appreciated and does make a difference.  

I  would also like to thank Claire McManaway and Peter Mays for organising the BBQ each week. 

Total expenditure 

The decrease in total expenditure of $7,086 (3.3%) is primarily the result of the decreased amortisation 
and depreciation expense of $8,594.  

Member loans 

Currently there is only one member’s loan outstanding. 

 

 

Message 
from 

Director of 
Finance 

Bob Chidgey   
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Summary 

The 2016-2017 financial result was a good result and all members, supporters and friends of the Club 
must be congratulated on such a fine result. 

The future 

Club finances are always a challenge, as with most charitable organisations. However, as a result of the 
continuing support and dedication of sponsors, members and a professional, forward-thinking Board of 
Management, our finances remain in very good shape. Appropriate debt reduction remains a priority for 
the Club, and this will provide greater financial flexibility in the future. 

In conclusion, I am most appreciative of the support extended to me during the past year by members 
and the Board. In particular, I would like to thank the Finance sub-board comprising Tracey Lake, Fiona 
Russell, Claire McManaway and Amanda Holland for their patience, guidance and support. I would also 
like to thank the Administration Board of Cherie Day, Tammy Cook and David Cook for their support.   

A passionate and energetic Board provides the best possible leadership and outcomes for both the short 
and long-term benefits for members and the Club. I count myself lucky to have worked with such a 
Board. 

Narrabeen Beach takes this opportunity to also thank our Branch sponsors, including Streets Ice Cream, 
Lipton Iced Tea, Dee Why RSL Club Ltd and URM, Bill Buckle Auto Group, Westfield Warringah Mall, 
Cancer Institute NSW and RFi Group, and looks forward to their ongoing support for the next surf 
lifesaving season. 
 
At national level, Narrabeen Beach SLSC thanks DHL as a Major Partner of Surf Life Saving and for their 
significant uniform sponsorship, enabling uniforms to be provided free of charge to patrolling lifesavers. 
We also further acknowledge Westpac as a National Major Partner of Surf Life Saving for their significant 
sponsorship towards the Westpac Lifesaver Rescue Helicopter Service, the oldest civilian search and 
rescue service in Australia.  
 

Bob Chidgey 
Director of Finance  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





































MEMBER HIGHLIGHTS SEASON 2016-17 

Page 37                                                                                                                                            Annual Report 2016-17 

Member Highlights Season 2016-17 

 

5 Years Service 

Gary Foster(Jr) 

Wayne Haworth 

Peter Mansell 

Micha Harper 

 

10 Years Service 

Jason Oakes (P12) 

Matt Price (P7) 

 

15 Years Service 

Alexander Buckton (P1) 

 

20 Years Service 

Tracey Lake (P7) 

 

25 Years Service 

Ian Harper (P4) 

Richard Whipp (P1) 

 

40 Years Service 

Wayne Schwebel (P8) 

 

 

 

Competitor of the Year 

Pedro Paiva 

Rookie of the Year 

Kirstie Holway 

Patrol Person of the Year 

Callum Fitzgibbon (131.5 hours) 

Top 10 Patrol Hours 

Callum Fitzgibbon P4 (131.5 hours) 

Robert Cook P9 (119 hours) 

Graham Cook P1 (102.3 hours) 

Tammy Cook P12  (90.8 hours) 

Ella Cook P9 (90.3 hours) 

Kevin Lee P9 (89 hours) 

Hilton Day P12 (88.8 hours) 

William Cook P9 (77.5 hours) 

Alex Gold P10 (77 hours) 

Tony Fitzgibbon P3 (73 hours) 

Patrol Activity Competition Winners 

P12 The Grown Ups 

Club Person of the Year 

Matt Murphy 

President’s Award 

Greg Gillespie 

Branch Awards of Excellence Nominations: 

Young Lifesaver of the Year: Jacob Hall 
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Vale Ken Leonard 

Ken Leonard  Life Member Narrabeen Beach 
SLSC/ Life Member of Sydney Northern Beaches 
SLSSNB and SLSNSW) History with surf 
lifesaving: 

Ken first joined North Narrabeen Beach SLSC in 
Sept 1948, and obtained his Bronze Medallion in 
Jan 1949.  Narrabeen Beach SLSC was formed in 
1964.Ken was Club President at Narrabeen from 
1975 right through till 1985 providing many, 
many years of selfless dedication to Narrabeen 
Beach.  

Ken was awarded Life Membership of Narrabeen 
in 1985, after providing outstanding service to 
Narrabeen and Surf Lifesaving since 1948. Ken 
was Narrabeen’s Club Person of the year in 
1995/96, still providing many years of service 
since stepping down from President’s role in 
1985. 

In 1996 Ken received the Harry Ragan award for 
Examiner of the Year by SLSSNB. Ken received 25 
years National Service Award in Dec 1997. Ken 
received a Distinguished Service award from 
SLSSNB in 1998. Ken was then awarded Life 
Membership of SLSSNB in 2000. During 2001 
Ken was awarded an Australian Sports Medal a 
prestigious honour recognising his efforts at an 
Australian level.  

Narrabeen had a surfboat named the “”Ken 
Leonard” which was eventually sold to 
Taree/Old Bar SLSC in 2002, the same Club 
visited by Narra Water Rats many years later to 
provide patrol assistance during 2014.  

Ken was at the 50th celebration during 2014 and 
cut the cake with Will McInnes former Narra 
Water Rats Youth Captain (picture below)   

Ken remained a keen and avid member of 
Narrabeen Beach attending almost all 
Presentation Nights, social functions, AGM’s and 
award nights with his wife Joan. Ken 
unfortunately lost his beloved wife Joan to illness 
in 2014, Joan had been an active supporter of 
Ken and Narrabeen Beach during their entire 
married life. Joan also assisted the Club in her 
own right as a member of the ladies auxiliary and 
their son Peter was a patrolling member for 
many years.  

Ken also wrote the following poem as a message 
to all patrolling members during his Presidency 
in 1979-80, it encapsulates the intended spirit of 
the Patrol Activity Competition (PAC) we have 
introduced over the past 3 seasons, and remains 
very valid to Club life today:  

Today’s Thought 
Are you an active member – the kind who 

would be missed? 
OR 

Are you just contented that your name is on the 
list? 

Do you attend the function and mingle with the 
flock? 

OR 
Do you stay away, criticise and knock? 

Do you take an active part to help the club 
along? 

OR 
Are you satisfied to be the kind that just 

belongs? 
Do you push the club along and help make 

things really tick? 
OR 

Leave the support to just a few and talk about 
the ‘clique’? 

Think about it, MEMBER. You know the right 
from wrong. 

Are you an ACTIVE MEMBER or DO YOU JUST 
BELONG? 

A long and illustrious career with Narrabeen 
Beach and Surf Lifesaving. Thanks for your many 
years of service, we are honoured to have you 
been such a valuable member of our Club.   

May you RIP Ken Leonard 
3rd Nov 1925  -  29th Oct 2016
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Board of Management 2016-17 

LIFE MEMBERS 
 

Fred Bertram BEM * 
Harold Lumley * 

Graeme Smith 
Ken Leonard * 
Warren Slater 

Wayne Schwebel 
Frank Downey  

Ross Tester 
John Gooley 

Craig Schweikert 
Robert Chidgey 
Graham Cook 
Stephen Price 

Bruce Warman 
Tracey Lake 

Robert Buckton 
David Cook 

PATRONS 
 

Bronwyn Bishop 
Terry Childs 

 

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE 
 

Gloria Cook * 
Andrew Beveridge 

Tracey Lake 
Ross Tester  

Stuart Brown 
Ian Harper 

Keiron Dobbin 
Neil McInnes 

Robert Buckton 
Rebekka Sinni 

David Cook 
Claire McManaway 

Richard Whipp 
Joshua Buckton 

Jason Oakes 

* Deceased 

BOARD MEMBERS 
Tracey Lake President 

 
Steve Price Vice President 

 
Bob Chidgey Director of Finance 
Cherie Day Director of Administration 
Rob Cook Director of Lifesaving 
Brett Worne Director of Youth 

Development 
Pete Mays Director of Member Services 
Matt Murphy Director of Education 
Doug Lucas*  
*resigned 20th Feb 17 

Director of Surf Sports 



 


