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[The meeting commenced at 11.05 a.m.] 
 

(Tracey Lake , President, in the chair) 
 
Attendance:  
 
Federal Member for Mackellar:  The Hon Bronwyn Bishop (Speaker of the House)  
MP for Pittwater: Rob Stokes 
Warringah Council: Councillor Bob Giltinan  
Dee Why RSL : Karl Parkes ( Director)  
Surf Life Saving Sydney Northern Beaches: CEO Steve McInnes, Doug Menzies (President)  
 
Life Members: Wayne Schwebel, Steve Price, Tracey Lake, Bob Chidgey and Rob Buckton 
 
Members and guests as per the attendance sheets 
 
Apologies: Graham Cook (Life Member), Ross Tester (Life Member), Ken Leonard ( Life Member), Len 
Robinson (Dee Why RSL Director) Greg Bennett(Bennett Boards),  David Cook, Michael Bowen-Pain, 
Tony Fitzgibbon, Skye Storey.  
 
Proxies Noted: None  
 
 
Adoption of the minutes of the 2013/14 Annual General Meeting: 
 

The President referred members to the copies of the minutes from the previous Annual General Meeting. 

Tracey Lake advised correction to Page 2 paragraph 6 that 106 should be modified to 106k, and Wayne 

Schwebel advised correction to Motion for Special General Meetings hould have stated moved by Wayne 

Schwebel, seconded by Steve Price, then Moved by Wayne Schwebel and seconded by Cherie Day that 

the minutes, subject to above stated changes represented a true record – carried unanimously. 

 

The President asked if there was any business arising from the minutes – No business was arising.  

 

Presentation and adoption of the 2014/15 Annual report incorporating the Financial Statements: 
 
The President presented the annual report and provided a summary of the report including the activities 

of lifesaving operations and membership. 

 

President advised he was very proud of Season 2014-15, President spoke to the report as follows:  

 

Starting our 50th Year off with well attended black-tie evening in the Dee Why RSL Cub’s newly renovated 

main function room. Over 100 members past and present were joined by our Federal, State and Local 

Members of Parliament, Directors of DYRSL Cub Limited, Sponsors and friends, to enjoy a trip down 
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memory lane, courtesy of a number of wonderful speakers and a fabulous video show put together by 

Pete Wells and Lise Kristiansen. President Thanked Pete and Lise Kristiansen for all of their hard work.  

 

President stated that with four (4) new Board Members, noted that 2014-2015 season saw Narrabeen 

Beach SLSC’s 125 patrolling members spend over 4000 hours patrolling at Narrabeen Beach where they 

carried out 20 rescues, 65 first aid treatments and 1,087 preventive actions. 

 

President noted it was great to have new blood on the Board and as the  season got underway our core 

Lifesaving patrol roster was back to our desired strength of 12 experienced patrols thanks to the efforts 

of our incoming Director of Lifesaving Rob Cook. Rob’s energy, combined with the dedication and training 

skills of Matt Murphy, saw our members achieve 20 new awards in all facets of surf life saving, including 

three IRBD Silver Medallions (IRB driver awards) which were our first for many seasons. It was also very 

pleasing to see our Club awarded 3rd place in the Patrol Assessments at the annual Sydney Northern 

Beaches Branch Awards of Excellence night, which was a huge improvement from previous season 

positioning. Thanked all members for their dedication and service to the community, in our 50th 

Anniversary year. 

 

President noted a further highlight of the season was the success of the “Narra Water Rats” youth 

lifesaving program where numbers increased to 21 dedicated young lifesavers, providing a wonderful 

foundation for future senior club membership growth. This initiative, largely driven by Rob and Tammy 

Cook, and Will McInnes, was recognized at the Branch Awards of Excellence night, winning the prestigious 

“President’s” Award. 

President also noted at that awards night a long-standing stalwart and Life Member of our Club, Graham 

Cook, was awarded a well-deserved (and hard-earned) Life Membership of Surf Life Saving Sydney 

Northern Beaches Branch, President congratulated Graham Cook and Thanked Graham, from all your 

current and past fellow members. 

 

Thanked Pete Mays for his second Season as Director of Youth and Membership development noting that 

our 145 junior members had a great season, also thanking all parents and friends who provided weekly 

support and assistance. 

 

Congratulated our Director of Surf Sports Kirsten McFadden on a great first year in the job, and to all our 

competitors on their achievements, noting increased competitor numbers and improved performances 

all round, with special mention of Club Sportswoman of the Year, Jodie Murphy. Special thanks also to 

those members who again made outstanding contributions as carnival officials, as well as all those 

members (and friends) whose efforts made all these events possible. 

 

President then spoke to financial reports, Thanking Bob Chidgey also in his first year as Director of Finance 

role, noting a job well done.  



Annual General Meeting Minutes 
Narrabeen Beach Surf Life Saving Club 

Sunday 12th July 2015 
 

                     

President noted strong financial returns from function room bookings, thanked Amanda Holland for her 

efforts in increasing function room bookings, and also noted the fantastic support and special Thanks to 

his good wife Fiona Russell.   

Along with grants and great sponsorship support enabled the club show a cash surplus of $45k, after 

meeting all operating expenses, repaying $236k of principal and interest on long term building loans, and 

acquiring a second, external defibrillator plus other lifesaving and rescue equipment.  

 

President noted in particular, Thanks to the Federal Government Beach Safety Equipment Fund (BSEF)  for 

the 5k grant which contributed towards purchase of much needed lifesaving equipment, and also Thanks 

to the family of the late Andrew Ferris which also contributed to the purchase of the defibrillator, for 

which the club was extremely grateful.  

 

President then advised that in a year of renewal and regeneration, congratulated and thank his fellow 

Board members and all those other members who took on positions of added responsibility during the 

year. With a special mention to Clubman of the Year, Greg Gillespie for his all-round contribution, and 

Tammy Cook the President’s Award winner, Claire McManaway being recognised by Rotary Australia for 

outstanding service to the community, and Graham Cook’s recognition by SLSNB with Life Membership 

well deserved. President advised this was the beginning of the next 50 years, of providing community 

service with distinction, and an even better year for further Club renewal and growth. 

 

Prior to the adoption of the 2014/15 Annual Report Tracey asked if there was anyone who wished to speak 

to the Annual Report of the Financial Statements. The following speakers were noted:  

 

Federal Member for Mackellar:  The Hon Bronwyn Bishop (Speaker of the House)  
Ms Bishop apologized for being late to the meeting, and thanked each and every member of Narrabeen 
Beach for the provision of their time. Acknowledged how wonderful Surf Lifesaving is, and how 
appreciative and lucky the community is to have volunteers such as ours providing safety on our 
beaches. Ms Bishop noted that in her experience volunteer activities cannot happen without competent 
leadership within, to manage expectations in accordance with regulations, compliance with 
incorporations act and all of the safety and regulatory compliance of surf lifesaving itself. Commended 
Tracey and the leadership team for their outstanding efforts. Congratulated all at the Club for all that we 
do.  
 
Surf Life Saving Sydney Northern Beaches: President Doug Menzies 
Mr Menzies congratulated Narrabeen Beach SLSC on an outstanding year , noting the turnaround in 
rankings within the lifesaving category, stating that Narrabeen regularly punch above our weight in all 
categories of Surf Lifesaving. Mr Menzies thanked the entire Management Team of the Club, noting the 
well-deserved thanks to the President’s wife Fiona Russell, being in the same boat himself.  Mr Menzies 
congratulated Graham Cook for his well-deserved recognition as Life Member of Surf Life Saving Sydney 
Northern Beaches. Noted that the Narra Water Rats program absolutely deserved the Presidents award 
for its outstanding initiative to focus on youth members of the Club, a long recognized forgotten 
category of members within Surf Life Saving. Mr Menzies noted that Lifesaving and Education were the 
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keys to a great club, and everything else follows. Thanked Narrabeen for their outstanding efforts in 
those categories and for their service.  
  

Warringah Council: Councillor Bob Giltinan  
Councillor Gilinan initially apologized on behalf of Councillor Vince De Luca  who he advised as a huge 

supporter of Surf Lifesaving and of Narrabeen Beach SLSC. Councillor Giltinan thanked all for their efforts 

within the community and advised he was looking for forward to providing continued support for the 

future.  

 

Wayne Schwebel  (Life Member Narrabeen Beach SLSC and SLSSNB)  

Mr Schwebel wanted to congratulate the entire Board of Management for their efforts, and noted a great 

job done by all in their first year as Directors. Thanked Matt Murphy for his efforts and Congratulated the 

Club on a job well done throughout the season.  

 

Presidnet then thanked Wayne Schwebel on over 35 years of service, stating that there was no job within 

the Club that Wayne has not done. President also acknowledged the 15 years service by David Cook and 

Robert Buckton which was presented during the Club Presentation Night, and also acknowledged Ian 

Harper’s 20 years of Club service.  

It was then proposed to adopt the 2014/15 Annual Report and Financial Statements - moved by Tracey 

Lake and seconded by Rob Cook – carried unanimously. 

 

Election of the Board of Management for the 2015/16 season:  
 
Under the new Constitution Board of Management positions were declared Vacant, Tracey Lake vacated 

the chair and requested Doug Menzies (President of SLSSNB) to take the chair. There was one nomination 

for the position of President, that being Tracey Lake, this was moved by Wayne Schwebel and seconded 

by Matt Murphy, carried unanimously and then took the chair. 

 

As there was only one nomination for the following positions the following were elected:- 

 

Director of Finance      Bob Chidgey  

Director of Lifesaving     Robert Cook  

Director of Surf Sports     Kirsten McFadden 

Director of Education                                  Matt Murphy  

Director of Youth and Membership Development  Peter Mays  

Vice President       Stephen Price 

Vice President       Sean Townsend 

 

President advised there were no nominations for Director of Administration and thanked David Cook for 

his many years of service in that role. Called for nominations from the floor which were not forthcoming, 

and held over to look for someone to fill that role in coming weeks.  



Annual General Meeting Minutes 
Narrabeen Beach Surf Life Saving Club 

Sunday 12th July 2015 
 

                     

 

 

 

Notice of Motion1:  

 
That affiliation be sought for the season, with Surf Lifesaving Sydney Northern Beaches Inc. (The Branch). 
Further that the articles, constitution, by-laws, regulations and resolutions together with the awards and 
equipment of The Branch, Surf Lifesaving NSW, and Surf Lifesaving Australia Limited be accepted without 
reservation.  
 
Moved by Tracey Lake and seconded by Rob Cook, Carried unanimously 
 
Notice of Motion 2:  
 
That Narrabeen Beach SLSC Inc. maintains the same membership fee structure as 2014/15 season for 

patrolling members.   

 
Moved by Tracey Lake, seconded by Graham Smith, Carried unanimously 
 
Urgent General Business: None  

 

President proceeded to close the meeting by stating that the that he was looking forward to the upcoming 

51st season, and with the new young blood coming through on the Board of Management with new ideas 

and way forward looking forward to an even better season 2015-16.  

Thanked everyone for attending, and invited all to Members area for drinks and refreshments.  

 
Meeting concluded 11.35am.    
 


