Frequently Asked Questions

1.  We missed the advertised Registration Days. Can we still join Nippers?

The Club will accept renewals and new applications for children wishing to join the
competitive Age Groups of Under 8 to Under 13, for a limited time after the

advertised registration days.

You have the option of registering at www.lifesavingonline.com.au, or of

downloading the required forms from our web site. Print and complete the forms,
then return them to the Club on any Sunday morning. If you cannot successfully
download the forms, please visit the Club on a Sunday morning after 11:00 AM and

we can provide you with pre-printed copies.

2. | am having difficulty registering on-line. What should | do?

A few people have reported difficulty with the on-line registration process, but don't
worry. We can get you sorted out any time before the start of the season. You
have the option of downloading the required forms, print and return them to the Club

on any Sunday morning.

If you cannot successfully download the forms, please visit the Club on a Sunday

morning after 11:00 AM and we can provide you with pre-printed copies.

3.  What are the Age Requirements for Nippers?

Please download the minimum age requirements for this season here.

4. When does the season start and end?

The season start and end dates are shown on the Nippers area of our web site,

Generally, the season starts following the Term 3 School Holidays, and continues to

mid-March. Refer to the Season Calendar on our web site page for updates.


http://www.lifesavingonline.com.au/
http://www.narrabeach.org.au/
http://www.narrabeach.org.au/pdf/nippers_agerequirements.pdf
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5.

What time does Nippers commence each week?

On ordinary Sundays, Nippers commences at 9:30 AM, and concludes around
11:00 AM. For those Nippers who compete at the Junior Activity Carnivals in
November, December, January and February, competitor check-in generally starts
at 7:30 AM.

Is Nippers still on if it is raining?

Yes — we will always have something to do. Depending on weather conditions, we
may still run regular beach activities or we may stay inside the Club and focus on

the educational component of the Nippers program.

My son/daughter has not yet turned 5 years of age. Can he/she still join Nippers?

Surf Life Saving Australia policy will not allow a child to be accepted as a member of

any Surf Life Saving Club until he or she has turned 5 years of age.

Upon attaining the age of 5 years, a child may be accepted as a member of a Surf

Life Saving Club, and join the Under 6 Age Group.

If a child turns 5 years of age after 30 September, that child will be required to

remain in the Under 6 Age Group once again in the next full season.

The importance of this policy lies partly in the insurance cover available to members
in the case of injury, and partly to ensure that very young members are not exposed
to risk of physical injury through participating in physical activity alongside older

children.
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8.

My son/daughter joined Nippers because he/she has friends who are in a different

Age Group. Can my child participate in a different Age Group?

Strictly speaking, a child must only participate in the Nippers program within his or
her correct Age Group. In certain team events at Junior Surf Life Saving Carnival
competitions, children are permitted to compete above their age, if there are no

competitors of the correct age to make up the team.

In respect of regular weekly activity, we recognise that many children wish to be
with their friends who may be in a different Age Group. It is permissible for a child to
participate up an Age Group, but the child will not be eligible to receive points in

point-score events or trophies.

Only under certain circumstances is it permissible to allow a child to participate

down an Age Group.

Please consult the Club's Child Protection Officer if you wish to discuss your child's

specific requirements.

Can we trial Nippers for a short time before we decide to join?

We don't have a formal trial program, since if a child is not a financial member of the
Club they are not protected by the insurance cover provided to us under Surf Life
Saving Australia. Therefore if a non-member is injured while participating in regular

physical activity, then the child and/or the Club may be exposed to risk.

Having said all that, we would like to give you and your children the opportunity to
make an informed decision. Perhaps the most appropriate thing would be to come

down to Nippers for one or two weeks starting at 9:00 AM, to watch how things go.

10. Does my son/daughter need to be a strong swimmer to join Nippers?
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It is important to accept that our Nippers participate in physical activities within a
marine aquatic environment. While our emphasis is on the development of
confidence and skills to help young children become comfortable and safe in the

surf, we rely on the basic ability of each child to be able to swim.

Swimming requirements may be checked online here.

By participating in weekly activity in the surf, children will naturally become more


http://www.narrabeach.org.au/pdf/nippers_swimrequirements.pdf

